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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘‘Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter, Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (344 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 234 inches. Dynarnic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 

PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 
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QUANTITY fpr MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


Box 48 
con om (cae : 
(specify size: s,m,1,xl) 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


NAME 
ADDRESS . APT 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PWIDELUXE PACKAGE | $19.95 ea. 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (_1Smaill {|Medium [Large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. | 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunishea monn) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 
issue’s ‘‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... ‘Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling's most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘‘Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 

THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 

On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month oj sgsiaas 


INSIDE WRESTLING eubished vontny) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . , ‘Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
S$ 1 a 25 your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

ine! | THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
Per Magazine! On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Send to: 


ee 44.95 
BOX 48 a 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 36 Magazines For Only @ 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines for $44.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 
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C) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) Name 
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Expiration Date: ___/_ | 
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(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $62.95). Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue, 
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WINTER 1989 


“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 


VOLUME 7 NUMBER 4 


Flair: Still the man 


| RS LEX LUGER 

Now a brutal rulebreaker, the U.S. champi- 
on discusses his future with Wrestling 89 
editors Eddie Ellner and Bill Apter 


ry See TO HEAD: 

TULLY BLANCHARD 

VS. ARN ANDERSON 

What would happen if these tag team part- 
ners met each other in the ring? Four ex- 
perts analyze the bout and predict an 
outcome 


7 89: 

RIC FLAIR 

He’s long been known as the NWA cham- 
pion, but Flair is also becoming famous for 
his courage. And now he wants to cripple 
the man who nearly crippled him, Terry 
Funk! 


SO 2vusry RHODES—WWF 
DISGRACE! 

BY EDDIE ELLNER 

Rhodes may be more popular now that 
he’s in the WWF, but Ellner believes 
Rhodes has only embarrassed himself in 
the process 


Hart & Muta: Their secret 


34.00 SACRIFICES HIS 
SON: THE SECRET BEHIND THE 
MUTA-GARY HART SLAVE PACT 
Hart became the manager of The Great Muta 
not by luck, but because of an agreement 
signed with The Great Kabuki many years 
ago. Sadly, the only one profiting is Hart 


36unx HOGAN: WHAT SETS 
HIM APART? 

Wrestlers come and go, but the “Hulkster”’ 
remains the most popular and successful 
grappler of his time. What makes Hogan so 
special? 


40 nave COVERAGE: 

VON ERICH TRAINS FOR 
HIS PRO DEBUT 

Wrestling 89 is there as the youngest broth- 
er dons the tights and prepares for the next 
phase of the Von Erich legend 


4a PRIVATE SIDE: 

LARRY ZBYSZKO 

What is life like as a champion? Find out as 
we spend a day with Lary Zbyszko, the 
“Living Legend” of the AWA 


Hogan: Top of the heap 


44 vou DECIDE: WHICH 
MORE EFFECTIVE—POWER OR 
SCIENCE? 

There’s a trend toward power, but it’s been 
proven that scientific wrestlers can still suc- 
ceed. Which method is better? Cast your 
vote! 


Feedback ......ccccese00s Swustewacte 
Newsline .......0ccesse0: Ceendek 10 


In This Cormer.......ccs00s0000012 
Manager’s Forum..............14 
Scouting Report..........0001+:20 
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GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars 
brings you eight quality quarterlies every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive 
each of these two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 89, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that features the popular 
“Dream Match” and many other excitng features. 


Four issues of Wresiling 89 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $14.95, 
a savings of $6 off the newsstand price! 


| Want To Be A First Class Subscriber. Please enter my joint subscription for 
Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars— A total of eight big issues per year for $14.95. 


Send To: Cc] NEW Please indicate method of payment: 
TV SPORTS C) RENEWAL © Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
BOX 48 Pai PUR ee Pe = nF I 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 ibaa! 26 ne ee Se 


ONLY §$ I 4. gq be Asan Expiration Date: a 


SO —— ee ee) FS 
(Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $18.95. U.S. funds only.) 


| Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


OPENING BELL 


witness to the turn of a decade. 

on't think Iam ready for the 1990s. I never learned to disco dance in the 
'70s and I leamed only enough about computers to get through the ’80s. The 
"90s? I’m not thrilled about the idea. To be frank, I’m not even crazy about the 
way Wrestling 90sounds. But what can I do? 

Well, for one thing, I don't have to think about the ’90s until 1990 is actually 
here. And, I can use this space to reminisce. There’s nothing like conjuring up 
memonies of the good ol’ days to ease the passing of time. 

I'm sure most of you have a memory about your first exposure to wrestling. 
Mine is very special to me. 

My grandfather introduced me to the sport in the 60s. He'd come over to my 
folks’ house, sit down in a chair in the basement, puff on his cigar, and watch ei- 
ther “the fights” (wrestling) or “the horses” (horse racing). My father wasn't in- 
terested, my brother was too busy molding his musical future on a beat-up uku- 
lele, but I sat with him. And soon I was absorbed by the exploits of Bruno 
Sammartino and the line of hopeless challengers to the man who would one day 
eam the label “‘Living Legend.” 

Bruno was only my second favonite, though. Arnold Skaaland was my man. 
Amold was a great manager who never got enough credit for Sammartino’s suc- 
cess. He wouldn't just scout future opponents from ringside or watch films, he’d 
actually get in the ring and take on every one of his charge’s contenders. From 
the standpoint of talent, Skaaland was basically the equivalent of a Mike Sharpe. 
He'd get the tar beat out of him by the Killer Kowalskis, Kentucky Butchers, and 
Mister Kleens, but he’d be able to tell Bruno just what these men had to offer. 
Skaaland is what my grandfather would affectionately call a mensch. 

My grandparents eventually moved from New York to Miami Beach. I was 12 
years old in the surmmer of 1968 when I flew down by myself for vacation. The 
highlight of the two weeks was attending my first live wrestling card. I remem- 
ber that Sailor Art Thomas was in the main event, but the rest of the match de- 
tails are sketchy. 

I do remember the feeling I had for the duration of the two-hour card, I had 
been totally absorbed by the action. The foot-long figures from my parents’ TV 
set had suddenly grown by a factor of six. To this day, I can still sense the im- 
pact of the grueling physical encounters and recall vividly my amazement at 
how much punishment these men can absorb and still find it within themselves 
to fight back. 

It was in Miami Beach that I was hooked for life on this great sport. I'd been 
and always would be a baseball, football, basketball, and boxing fan, but no oth- 
er sport ever came close to wrestling. 

My grandfather was a huge Met fan. He died in 1968, in between my visit and 
the Mets’ stunning World Series upset of the Baltimore Orioles. I wish he could 
have seen that, and I wish he could have seen how much that one hot evening 
at “the fights” would affect his grandson's life. 


st 


O UICKLY, 1989 DRAWS to a close and, for the fourth time in my life, lam 
if 
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STANLEY WESTON 
Founder and Chairman of the Board 


4—Bill Apter (left, center bottom), Duane Long 
(center top), David Fitzgerald (right); 8—David 
Fitzgerald; $9—David Fitzgerald (top), Stu Saks 
(bottom); 10—David Fitzgerald; 11—courtesy 
Viacom; 14—Bill Apter; 18—Floyd See; 19—Roy 
London; 20—Duane Long; 21—Roy London; 22— 
Woody Smith; 23—Stu Saks (bottom right), Bill 
Apter (all others); 25—Len McAlister; 26-—Duane 
Long (top), David Fitzgerald (bottom); 27—Buddy 
Myers (top), Sam Lowe (bottom); 28—Bill Apter; 
3%—Len McAlister; 31—Len McAlister; 32—Da- 
vid Fitzgerald; 33—Craig Peters; 34—Bill Apter 
(inset); 34-5—Duane Long; 36—David Fitzgerald; 
37—Roy London; 38—Floyd See; 39—Brian Hil- 
debrand (top), David Fitzgerald (bottom); 41— 
Buddy Myers; 423—Brice Krietzman; 44— 
Woody Smith; 45—Len McAlister; 47—Garrett 
Miller; 49—Bill Apter; 50—Buddy Myers; 52— 
Brad McFarlin; 54—Len McAlister; 56—David 
Fitzgerald; 58—David Fitzgerald; 59—Anasiasia 
Pantiosis; 60—Brian Hildebrand; 65—Buddy 
Myers. 


WRESTLING 89 is published quarterly by T. 

Sports Inc., Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY, isn 
Single copy price: $2.75 ($3.50 in Canada). Wi 

are not responsible for the loss or norretum of 
unsolicited manuscripts or photographs, which 
will not be retumed unless accompanied by a 
selfaddressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine can 
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PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED’S LORDS 
OF THE RING 
The first wrestling 
videotape ever is a 
power-packed hour of 
action and excitement. 
Highlights include: 
Kerry Von Erich's NWA 
World title victory over 
Ric Flair, the Roddy Piper-Greg Valentine 
Starrcade '83 dog collar match, Road Warriors 
vs. Fabulous Ones, comedian Andy Kaufman 
taking on Jerry Lawler, and George 
Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV hit “Willie 
And The Hand Jive!" Recorded in stereo! 

List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


mee JAPANISE WOMEN'S PRO WHISTLING 
. uy 


sound! 


RIOT OF THE RISING 
SUN 
Direct from Japan to 
you! The exciting 
companion volume to 
Slant-Eyed Slaughter is 
another 70 minutes of 
top-quality action. 
Included: Yukari 
Omori & Jumbo Hori 
vs. The Jumping Bomb Angels, Masked You & 
Dump Matsumoto vs. The Crush Girls, Jaguar 
Yokota vs. Las Galactia, Jaguar Yokota vs. 
Devil Masami. An absolute must for U.S. fans 
who have never experienced the thrills of 
Japanese wrestling. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


much more! 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


NAME 


NWA World champion Ric Flair vs. Nikita 
Koloff, The Road Warriors vs, Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev, Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully 
Blanchard in a cage, Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala, 
and many others! Recorded in full stereo 


List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


match, Kevin Von Erich vs. Terry Gordy, David 
Von Erich vs. Harley Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World title victory over Ric Flair, Mike 
Von Erich’s 1983 pro debut, rare footage of 
Chris Von Erich, six-man action, plus much, 


List price: $49.95 PW Library price: $29.95 


-------------------- 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


For all orders except U.S., you must add $3.00 for each tape ordered and $4.00 for 
each book. Sorry, no air mail orders accepted. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Nec customers: Please make sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED’S 
RINGMASTERS 

A full hour of action 
from the 1985's 
memorable Great 
American Bash in 
Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Match 
highlights include: 


THE VON ERICHS: 
FRONT ROW 
RINGSIDE 

Texas’ “First Family of 
Professional Wrestling” 
is fully profiled on this 
magnificent 70-minute 
collectors’ video. 
Included: Fritz Von 
Erich’s 1982 retirement 


years to come. 


DESCRIPTION 

Lords Of The Ring) (VHS) () (Beta) 
Ringmasters 1] (VHS) C1) (Beta) 
Slant-Eyed Slaughter (VHS) 

Riot Of The Rising Sun (VHS) 

Von Erichs: Front Row Ringside (VHS) 
Von Erichs: A Family Album (book) 


QUANTITY 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 PER ITEM) 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


SLANT-EYED 
SLAUGHTER 

Nearly 70 minutes of 
the best action Japan 
has to offer. Japanese 
women wrestlers are 
among the most agile 
athletes in the world, 
and you won't believe 
the high-flying action 


you'll see! Included: Wendi Richter & Devil 
Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Okumura, Nancy 
Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama, Monster Ripper & 
Devil Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara, Jaguar Yokota vs. Tarantula, 
Lioness Asuka vs. Chigusa Nagoyo. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


VON ERICH FAN 
BONUS! 

The Von Erichs: A 
Family Albumisa 
magnificent 128-page 
84x11 hardcover 
volume packed with 
rare photos and inside 
information. Over 100 
black and white photos 


(many from personal Von Erich family 
scrapbooks and never before seen!) and 32 
pages of full-color tell the Von Erich family 
story in stunning detail. It’s a book you'll be 
proud to display on your bookshelf for many 


PWI Library price: $13.95 
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PRICE 

$39.95 
$39.95 
$29.95 
$29.95 
$29.95 
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TOTAL 


(Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


CVISA # 


Expiration Date; ___/___ | 


MO/YR | 


css rete crs me es es cs ess cas ss ee se ee es ee eee ee ee es ee es el] 


FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 


Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


VALIANT’S CREW 
I just finished reading “Manager's 
Forum” in the Fall 1989 issue and I 
totally agree with it. Johnny Valiant 
made the right choice when he decid- 
ed to manage The Destruction Crew. 
The Crew put two wimps, Wahoo 
McDaniel and Brad Rheingans, out of 
wrestling. They were a good tag team 
before Valiant managed them; now 
they’re unbeatable. Scott Norton better 
watch himself or the Crew will put 
him out of wrestling also. 
Long live The Destruction Crew, fu- 
ture AWA tag team champions. 
PETER ALLEN 
Espanola, Ontario 


TITLE TUMULT 

Just a little over two years ago on 
Saturday Night’s Main Event, The Brit- 
ish Bulldogs wrestled The Hart Foun- 
dation in a best-of-three falls match for 
the WWF tag team title. In the first fall, 
the Harts were disqualified, then in the 
second fall The Dynamite Kid pinned 
Jim Neidhart, making it look like the 


Davey Boy Smith pulls Jim Neidhart’s beard. A match between The British Bulldogs and The Hart 


Foundation in 1987 is being reexamined after The Brain Busters’ controversial title victory. 


Bulldogs were the new champions. 
But it was later stated that the Bulldogs 
would not receive the belts because 
they won the first fall by disqualifica- 
tion and the WWF nulebook clearly 
states that a title can only change 


hands by pin or submission, not by 
D 


Q. 

This July, The Brain Busters beat De- 
molition in a best-of-three falls bout 
when Ax and Smash were disqualified 
in the second fall and pinned in the 


WWF VS. NWA: IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING 


By Rob Foster 


This has to be the best time to be a wrestling fan. 
Major stars are leapfrogging from federation to federation 
all over the place—especially between the WWF and 
NWA. Dream matches are happening like never before. 

And to everyone who is whining for a colossal 
supercard to end all supercards betwen the two major 
organizations: Wake up! Open your eyes! The magic 
genie in the bottle has heard you! You have been getting 
your wish for more than a year now, if you'll just take a 
good look around you! 

Just two years ago, if you'd told me that I'd be seeing a 
confrontation in which Tully Blanchard and Am Anderson 
try to double-team Hulk Hogan, I’d have told you, “Have 
you had a botched frontal lobotomy since yesterday, pal? 
No way, it'll never happen. Go back to reading The 
Enquirer |” But lo and behold, that very incident came to 
pass just last January at the Royal Rumble! 

Speaking of that event, it had to be the closest thing 
I've seen to a genuine interfederational card. The roll call 
of that battle royal included: one current and two former 
WWF World champs, a former AWA World champ, a 
former NWA World champ, a couple of sets of either 
current or former WWF tag champs, and a former set of 


NWA tag champs. I know I missed a few, but need I go 
on? 

I hope I haven't hurt any feelings; I’m just being realis- 
tic. In my opinion, you’d have to hypnotize Vince McMa- 
hon to get him to sign any kind of a contract with Ted 
Tumer. But even if that unlikely day never arrives, the 
WWF-NWA “supercard” is turning into reality—just very, 
very gradually, in a roundabout sort of way. If worse 
comes to worst, in a couple of years some adventurous 
video editor will splice all the key dream matches onto 
one tape and pirate it out to video stores. 

Don’t get me wrong, though; no one wants that WWF- 
NWA showdown more than I. Even though I’m adult 
enough to realize that at the present rate, the ultimate 
dream match (Flair vs. Hogan) might never happen, I can 
go on hoping. Maybe the lure of all the bucks will finally 
break down McMahon and Tumer. Fans of other sports 
enjoy the privilege of having two or more superstar-level 
athletes competing against each other (Hearns-Leonard in 
boxing, McEnroe-Lendl in tennis, etc.). Well, it’s high 
time we wrestling fans had our tum—the Flair-Hogan 
match is long overdue. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Orosi, California) 


Each issue, Wrestling 89 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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third. Therefore, I expected Demoli- 
tion to retain the title because one of 
the falls was won by DQ. Instead, I 
saw The Brain Busters awarded the 
belts. 

Did WWF President Jack Tunney 
change the rules, or just choose to 
overlook them? I’m sure many fans, 
myself included, would like to know 
the answer to that one. 

DAVID VAN KIRK 
Casa Grande, AZ 


SHAME, SHAME 

In the relatively short time span of 
two weeks, I witnessed two disgrace- 
ful and disgusting acts of brutality di- 
rected at Missy Hyatt and Shem 
Martel. 

The attack on Martel occurred at the 
Boston Garden. While Sherri and Ran- 
dy Savage celebrated a countout vic- 
tory over Hulk Hogan, Hogan snuck 
up on them and rammed their heads 
together. He then gave Martel a spine- 
crusher, sending her over the top 
rope and out of the ring. 

Is this what the “Real American” 
wants to teach his little Hulksters? That 
it’s okay to physically attack a woman? 
What will happen to Hogan’s daughter 
if she brings home a bad report card? 
A clothesline and legdrop perhaps? 

But that incident pales in compari- 
son to the horrible attack I witnessed 
on Missy Hyatt. The Great Muta blew 
his green, blinding mist right in 
Missy’s face. Needless to say, Missy 
was in terrible pain and screaming for 
help. 

If attacks on women aren't tolerated 
outside the arena, then why is the 


wrestling rng a_ sanctuary for 
violence? 
JOHN ORQUIOLA 
Roslindale, MA 
FLAIR-TURNER 


Your Fall 1989 issue story on Ric 
Flair and Ted Turner (‘‘Flair & Turner: 
Lifestyles Of The Ric And Famous”) 
was great, but trying to compare the 
two is like trying to compare chicken 
pot pie and steak. Ric may be a mil- 
lionaire a couple of times over, but 
Mr. Turner is a billionaire. 

CHARLES MORGAN 
Pampa, TX 


FEEDBACK 


Hulk Hogan threatens Sherri Martel. Reader 
John Orquiola was appalled when Hogan physi- 
cally harmed Martel, believing that the 
“Hulkster”’ had sent out the wrong message. 


ARE RULES FOR FOOLS? 

Regarding your article “Why Obey 
The Rules?” (Fall 1989), the only rea- 
son for the breaking of rules is a lack 
of discipline in wrestling associations. 
The federations should sanction two 
referees to a match. They should also 
start a system of wamings. A certain 
number of wamings would get you 
disqualified; a certain number of dis- 
qualifications would get you suspend- 
ed. Suspensions should be given for 
attacks before or after the bell, during 
interviews, and for interference by 
managers or any other unnecessary 
conduct. 


ROBERT ADZIMA 
Trumbull, CT 


Ted Tumer and Ric Flair are the NWA’s top” 
men, but in reader Charles Morgan's view, they 
are too far apart to be compared. 


Fans who like the bad guys because 
of the bloodshed and dirty antics are 
really teaching the youngsters who 
frequent the matches that it's okay to 
cheat as long as you win. What kind of 
world will we have if this is what our 
younger generation believes? 

We should have more referees like 
Ronnie Garvin, who didn’t take any- 
thing from the wrestlers and was fair. 
It's time we got back to scientific 
wrestling, where you win because you 
are a better wrestler, not a dirtier one. 

ROBERTA WALKER 
New Lenox, IL 


FOR NIKITA 

I would like to send out my deepest 
and most sincere condolences to 
Nikita Koloff on the passing of his wife, 
Mandy. I know what a tremendous 
loss this is for Nikita. 

When I was told about Mandy’s 
passing, I went back to the Summer 
1989 issue and reread Bob Smith's sto- 
ry, “Mandy: Nikita Koloffs Tale Of 
Love And Tragedy.” I must commend 
Mr. Smith for doing an excellent job 
on that story. It must have been really 
hard for him to write. It made me cry 
just reading it. 

I just hope Nikita can one day go on 
with his life and his career and just be 
happy. He not only gets my vote for 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year, he 
is my “Inspirational Person of the Cen- 
tury.” I love you, Nikita. 


Wrestling 89/9 


LIGHTS, CAMERA ... ACTION! 

Cameraman Ben Hildebrandt’s as- 
signment for August 21 was simple: 
Go to the Five Seasons Center in Ce- 
dar Rapids, Iowa, shoot videotape of 
the crowd at the evenings WWF 
card, and get some shots of the wres- 
tlers entering the ring and preparing 
for their matches. 

Getting clocked by Andre the Giant 
definitely wasn’t on the assignment 
sheet. 

“We were doing a story on wres- 
tlng crowds and why people come to 
the matches,” explains Hildebrandt, 
who works for KCRGTV in Cedar 
Rapids. 

Well, Ben, they come for the action. 
You should know that by now. 

Actually, what happened to the 23- 
year-old, a 5’8”, 175-pounder, was no 
laughing matter. Hildebrandt’s face to 
chest meeting with the Giant resulted 
in what he described as severe back 
pain and the need for a neck brace. 

And Andre, following in the not-so- 
great tradition of many WWF stars be- 
fore him (Jim Neidhart, Jake Roberts, 
Hacksaw Duggan, and The Iron Sheik 
immediately come to mind as WWF 
wrestlers who have been in trouble 
with the law), faces charges of criminal 
mischief and simple assault. Both are 
misdemeanors carrying a_ possible 
$100 fine or 30 days in jail. 

Hildebrandt was standing between 
the first row of seats and the barrier 
surrounding the ring when the inci- 
dent occurred after Andre’s quick loss 
to The Ultimate Warrior. 

“T shot about five seconds of Andre 
coming to the ring and Ultimate War- 
rior running in,” Hildebrandt ex- 
plained. “I then saw the ring announc- 
er say something to me, but I couldn't 
hear him, so I moved closer and he 
told me that I can’t tape the match. I 
asked him if it was okay to shoot the 
crowd, and he said that it was. 

“So, I took one more shot of the ring 
bell for about seven seconds and then 
tumed the camera off. I was in tight 
quarters and I tried to get out, but 
then, all of a sudden, I heard the 
crowd screaming and yelling. I looked 
up and said, ‘Holy cow! It’s over.’ 
Then Andre slipped under the ropes 
and I saw him coming towards me. 

“He said, ‘I want the camera,’ then 
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At a card in lowa, Andre the Giant got into a 
scuffle with a cameraman and was charged with 
criminal mischief and simple assault. 


he grabbed me on the left shoulder. 
The camera was on my right shoulder. 
He yanked me towards him, then gave 
me an open-handed slap against my 
ear and head. He wanted the camera, 
but my head was in the way. I 
grabbed the camera and he yanked it 
over my head. Then I was cradling it 
like a football, and Andre and I 
tugged for the camera for about five to 
15 seconds before security pried us 
apart. 
“Then Andre was saying, ‘I want to 
see the camera,’ ” Hildebrandt contin- 
ued. “I guess he must have thought I 
was shooting the match. Eventually, 
the promoters and security calmed 
him down and he walked away.” 
The incident occurred in full-view of 
the 4,000 fans at the 7,200-capacity Five 
Seasons Center. The fans, however, 
didn’t see the aftermath. Hildebrandt 
walked back to the arena offices to 


speak with police, security, and two 
WWF promoters. The promoters also 
thought Hildebrandt shot the match, so 
Hildebrandt invited them and Five 
Seasons Center assistant general man- 
ager Ann Larson back to the studio to 
view the film. 

“They saw I was telling the truth,” 
Hildebrandt explained. “So we went 
back and the police asked me if I 
wanted to press charges. I did.” 

Hildebrandt was then taken to St. 
Luke’s Hospital, where X-rays were 
taken (they were negative) and was 
fitted with a neckbrace. Hildebrandt 
said he had scrapes from his thorax up 
to his ear, but felt the worst of the pain 
in his back the following morning. 

“My roommate woke me up this 
morning [August 22] and I screamed 
in pain,” Hildebrandt said. “I’ve al- 
ways had a weak lower back, but this 
moming it took me a long time to get 
out of bed. Right now, my back hurts 
a lot. There’s something wrong with 
ie; 

Hildebrandt, who may file a civil 
suit, was uncertain as to the extent of 
the damage to the camera. The control 
cable, worth approximately $150 to 
$300, was broken, and the total dam- 
ages could reach $10,000. 

Andre, 7’5” and 497 pounds, was 
taken to Linn County Jail and set free 
on $1,285 bond. 

The WWF refused to comment on 
the incident. 

Ann Larson, assistant general man- 
ager of the Five Seasons Center, said 
that she is still trying to “piece togeth- 
er what happened” and verified that 
there was no match action on the 
videotape. 

“We've had no problems before 
with the WWF,” Larson added. “It’s 
been an excellent event for the arena 
and will continue to be. We have no 
plans to ask Andre not to return.” 


THE CAPTAIN’S A COMIC ACTOR 

NEWSFLASH! Capt. Lou Albano is 
excited! 

Okay, that’s not news. Let's try 
again. 

NEWSFLASH! Capt. Lou Albano is a 
cartoon character! 

Okay, that’s not news, either. One 
more try. 

NEWSFLASH! Capt. Lou Albano cut 


Capt. Lou Albano (left) and Danny Wells are the stars of The Super Mario Brothers Super Show, a new 


daily half-hour adventure series based on the Super Mario Bros. video game. 


off his beard and is growing a handle- 
bar mustache! 

Now that’s news. And it’s related to 
the first two items. Albano cut off his 
beard and is growing a handlebar 
mustache to play Mario the plumber in 
Fox Television’s Super Mario Bros, a 
daily half-hour adventure series based 
on the Nintendo video game. It was 
scheduled to debut on September 11 
and yes, the Captain is very excited 
about it. 

“Tt'll be the same type of thing as 
the Nintendo video game,” Albano 
said. “There’s two plumbers, myself 
and Danny Wells (from The Jeffersons) 
and we walk into a fantasy world ev- 
ery day. There’ll be five minutes of 
live action every day in which we 
have guests like Vanna White, Marty 
Allen, Moon Zappa, Elvira, Magic 
Johnson, and Sgt. Slaughter, and the 
rest of the show is a cartoon. Me and 
Danny Wells do the voices and Mario 
looks like me.” 

Indeed, Mario is Albano. He has a 
handlebar mustache and wears a red 


plumber’s shirt, instead of the Hawai- 
ian outfits Albano is usually associated 
with. Albano and Wells will also be 
featured in the live-action portion of 
the show. 

The program will be seen five days 
a week from 44:30 p.m. and has been 
cleared on 119 stations covering 83 
percent of the United States. The first 
season will consist of 65 pre-recorded 
shows plus reruns. 


RANDOM NOTES 

At press time, there was still no 
word on Jake Roberts, who was found 
guilty of aggravated battery in Dayto- 
na, Florida, in July. Roberts was sched- 
uled to be sentenced on August 14 
but received a continuation. He is hop- 
ing for a retrial based on incompetent 
representation. The victim, John Bart- 
lett of Daytona, claimed that Roberts 
beat him up after the two got into an 
argument in Roberts’ car. Roberts 
faces a maximum sentence of 15 years 
... The AWA World tag team title has 


been held up. A match pitting champi- 
ons Ken Patera and Baron Von 
Raschke (substituting for Brad 
Rheingans) against Mike Enos and 
Wayne Bloom got out of hand after 
Johnny Valiant, manager of Enos and 
Bloom, brought a foreign object into 
the ring. Amid the pandemonium, ref- 
eree Gary DeRusha ordered the 
match stopped ... Central States offi- 
cials announced a tournament to name 
new tag team champs. It will be held 
on September 21 in Kansas City, Kan- 
sas ... Confusion in the WWF: Dino 
Bravo and Greg Valentine were re- 
cently disqualified against The Hart 
Foundation when Bravo tossed Hart 
over the top rope. According to WWF 
tules, throwing an opponent over the 
top rope does nof warrant a disqualifi- 
cation ... It took only nine seconds 
for Eric Embry to recapture the 
USWA Texas title from P.Y. Chu-Hi. 
Embry stormed the ring and pinned 
the shocked Chu-Hi ... Owen Hart 
was expected to be sidelined for near- 
ly two months as the result of an attack 
by Stampede North American champ 
Larry Cameron. Cameron used his 
“atomic bomb” piledriver to seriously 
injure Hart’s back and neck. Hart had 
only recently returned to Stampede 
... Ken Shaw is an impressive Stam- 
pede newcomer ... Upcoming AWA 
arrivals include: The Russian Brute 
(managed by Ox Baker), Kendall 
Windham, Kokina the Giant Samoan, 
Big Van Vader, and Ivan Koloff ... 
Wrestling legend Antonio Inoki was 
elected to the Japanese House of 
Councilors on July 24. The House of 
Councilors is the Japanese equivalent 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. 
According to reports, the vote was ex- 
tremely close. 


THE LAST WORD 

It wasn’t too long ago that Dusty 
Rhodes made plenty of enemies in the 
NWA by proclaiming, “I am wrestling. 
I am the NWA.” Tully Blanchard and 
Am Anderson, in particular, were en- 
raged by Dusty’s statement. But times 
have changed. Dusty is in the WWF. 
Tully and Arn are there, too. And, after 
The Brainbusters won the World tag 
belts, Tully brought back some memo- 
ries. Shouted Tully, “We are the 
World Wrestling Federation!” Oo 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By ‘‘Judge”’ Roy London 


FIVE MORE INCHES, AND 
I'M IN THE RING! 


3M A PHOTOGRAPHER and when I'm standing at 
ringside shooting a match, it’s often like being in the 
middle of Manhattan and looking up at all those sky- 
scrapers. There was a time when I wanted to be a 
professional wrestler, but that dream went right out the 
window when I was 5’7” at age 16 and stopped growing. 

In high school, I wasn’t too small next to the other kids. 
In fact, I was the captain of the wrestling team and made 
all-conference at 129, 135, and 141. I was even recruited 
by several schools, but decided to attend the School of 
Visual Arts in Manhattan to become a photographer. 

Then the wrestling bug hit again and I transfered to 
Rochester Institute of Technology. My dream was still to 
be a pro wrestler and it showed: I was thrown off the 
team for breaking a teammate’s nose in three places 
during practice. So, it was back to Visual Arts to pursue 
my only avenue of getting anywhere near a professional 
wrestling ring: as a photographer. 

But it always bothered me that I couldn't be a pro 
wrestler. I mean, where is it written that you have to be 
over 6-feet tall with blond hair and blue eyes to be a pro 
wrestler? Heck, some of the greatest stars of the past 
didn’t look anything like Hulk Hogan, Lex Luger, The 
Ultimate Warrior, or Ric Flair. Bob Orton, Bruiser, Lou 
Thesz, and those guys looked like ordinary shmoes. If 
you saw them walking down the street, the only thing 
you'd think was, “Man, those guys have funny ears.” 

Well, I could’ve been short with funny ears, too, but I 
knew that the first time I approached a promoter, he’d 
say to me, “London, put on another five inches and then 
come back and see me.” 

Of course, you see some pro wrestlers that aren’t any 
taller than me, like Dan Davis, Mike Graham (he’s a 
heckuva wrestler), and Adrian Street, who went a lot 
further than I ever would’ve just to get a break; I wasn't 
about to dress up like a freak; if I was to ever make it, 
then it had to be on my terms. 

I’m not the only one. There are thousands of great 
amateur wrestlers out there who just never got a chance 
in the bigs because they weren’t tall enough. A few 
weeks ago, at The Great American Bash in Baltimore, I 
ran into a man who wrestled at Iowa State. He was in the 
177 class and had a great record, but his career ended 
on graduation day. There’s just no room in the sport for 
men who are 5’8”, 175 pounds. 

Now, you look at Steve Williams, who had a great 
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amateur career at Oklahoma. He really had something to 
work for in college because he knew that he had a great 
chance of going pro. That’s the problem with most col- 
lege wrestlers: It’s just a dead end after college. 

For some reason, promoters go for ex-football players 
who have no amateur wrestling background. That's why 
the sport is the way it is now. The promoters are recruit- 
ing from the wrong places. So, you go to a card and 
maybe one guy out of 10 in the WWF and one out of five 
in the NWA really knows how to wrestle. Of course, the 
promoters know that college wrestling isn’t too big in this 
country, so professional wrestling has to be different. 

I just wish people knew how difficult it is to execute 
some of those moves and what great shape you have to 
be in just to wrestle a six-minute amateur match. To me, 
amateur wrestlers are the greatest athletes in the world, 
and there are a lot of them who would beat Hulk Hogan 
in less than 10 minutes. To me, skill will always win out 
over power. 

People who know me might think that’s a little strange, 
since Hulk Hogan is one of my favorite wrestlers, and I 
definitely count myself among the millions of Hulkamani- 
acs out there. But I also resent it a little that he was so 
responsible for changing the sport. 

If not for Hogan, maybe I'd be in the ring instead of 
shooting photos from the apron. It’s not that I don’t like 
my job, it’s just that it’s a bit of a tease being so close and 
not being able to compete. Of course, there are times 
when I get to do a little wrestling. When you're at ring- 
side, wrestlers are falling on top of you all the time, so 
you have to be on guard and ready for anything, 

Then there was the time about two years ago that I was 
shooting a studio photo set of The Road Warriors. They 
wanted to pose one way, I wanted them to pose another 
way, and we got into a bit of an argument. Hawk said, 
“We'll pose anyway we want to, dweeb,” and I respond- 
ed, “This is my studio, you’ll pose the way I want you 
to.” 

From the way I said it, they knew I meant business and 
started to respect me a little more (even if they did wind 
up posing the way they wanted to). So, maybe I've never 
stepped into a professional ring, but I could always say 
that I stood up to the “Legion of Doom.” O 


‘Judge’ Roy London is assistant photo editor of this 
magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Teddy Long 


“WHO'S GOT THE LAST 
LAUGH NOW?” 


ago, Jim Herd and all the other 
ebrains who oversee the activities 
of the NWA assumed they had heard 
the last of me. When they suspended 
me as a referee back in April, those 
fools just figured I'd fade away, never 
to be seen again. 
So who’s got the last laugh now? 
Those idiots somehow figured that I | 
wasn't doing a proper job as a referee, 
preferring the likes of Tommy Young 
and his biased ilkk to my superior 
arbiting talents. What did I do that was 
so bad? Rule against fan favorites? Was 
that reason enough to deprive a hard- 
working official of his right to make an 
honest living? I was forced to leave a 


Jer: THINK OF it. Only six months , 


sheer determination [ve rebounded in an The Skyscrapers. 
even more lucrative facet of this game. 

I have now established myself as the top new manager 
in this sport. I’m certainly the best in the NWA today. 
Nobody, not even that toad Herd, expected me to apply 
for a manager's license, and I know that no one ever 
fathomed I could sign talent of the caliber of The Sky- 
scrapers and Norman the Lunatic. To be honest with you, 
I’ve been so brilliant, I’ve even surprised myself. 

When I first decided to become a manager, I spent 
months scouting out talent at arenas all over the world. I 
came close to signing up a lot of guys, but somehow 
even well-known, established stars just didn’t seem right. 
To make a serious splash, I had to develop new talent. 
People that would make the entire wrestling world sit up 
and take serious notice. 

Thankfully, my first major acquisition soon followed. 
How I discovered the awesome Norman is not a matter 
of public record, but it is obvious that this 380-pound 
behemoth is a superior athlete. People have been quick 
to call him crazy, but how many men who are not mental- 
ly sound can do the things he can in that ring? As any 
fool can plainly see, he is a master of the powerslam, and 
he’s going to use it to crush Brian Pillman, a guy who’s 
been trying to make life miserable for us lately. 

Norman has done a terrific job, but he’s just the begin- 
ning of my new dynasty. My Skyscrapers, Sid Vicious 
and Dan Spivey, are the biggest, most awesome new 
force in this sport, 618 pounds of pure fury. When I 
discovered them talking in a locker room one day, I 
knew I could mold them into the most incredible team 
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5 Referee-tumed-manager Teddy Long has an im- 
job I loved very much, but through pressive stable with Norman the Lunatic and 


this federation has ever seen. I signed 
them up to contracts within days. 
When I brought up the idea of them 
forming a team, they just looked at 
each other and drooled. They knew 
they’d soon be breaking bones and 
busting bodies on a regular basis. 

Dan and Sid are already the num- 
ber-one contenders to the NWA 
World tag team title in my mind, but 
now we're out to prove it to the peo- 
ple who make the matches. In that re- 
gard, I now issue a public challenge 
' to The Road Warriors, The Midnight 
Express, The Steiners, and even to 
The Samoan Swat Team. We want to 
meet all of these duos, because I 
know that Spivey and Vicious can dec- 
imate every one of them with ease. 

We especially want those Road 
Warriors. It sickens my stomach to see 
the fans show up at the arenas dressed like those guys. It 
darkens my day to read magazine articles caling them 
the world’s greatest tag team. Both of my men stand 6’8”, 
and they tower over Animal and Hawk. They are also 
younger and more brutal than that pair of old-timers has 
been in years. I think Vicious and Spivey would absolute- 
ly feast on those musclebound bums. All we need is the 
chance to prove it. 

That doesn’t mean that singles quests are out of the 
question, however. There have been some nasty rumors 
going around that Vicious wants out of the tag team, and 
I’m here to tell you that those are lies made up by the 
same people who call me “peanut head" at the arenas. 
My boys are mature enough to realize that they are two 
of the most impressive physical specimens ever seen in 
pro rings. I think either one of ’em could win the World 
title from Ric Flair. Given enough time, maybe we can 
hold both the tag team title and all the singles belts at the 
same time. 

Fans, these are wonderful days to follow wrestling. No 
longer will you have to put up with Flair, Animal, Hawk, 
Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton, and all that other old gar- 
bage. Norman and The Skyscrapers are the wave of the 
future. I’m just getting started, too. I've got my eyes on 
some other fine young talent. I’m not ready to divulge 
their names just yet, but I’m preparing to set the grap- 
pling world on its ear once again. 

Go ahead. Make my day. Call me “peanut head.” My 
men will make you all eat your words! O 
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PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR! 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the 
most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. From the great 
staff of writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the mag- 
nificent full-color pinup —PWI brings wrestling from the arena right to your 
home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP! 

Remember, each issue of PWi contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR 
PINUP of one of wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career 
biography of that wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by 
themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY! 
A year’s subscription to PWiI—12 big issues—is only $19.95. And that in- 
cludes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $2.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!). You save more than $7 off the newsstand 
price, and you'll have ever issue delivered directly to your door. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 
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Send to:T.V. Sports LiNew _)Renewal 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 
| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
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A SAVIN 
Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling's greatest magazine. GS OF OVER $7 
Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated for $19.95.(US FUNDS ONLY) 


Name 


Address Apt. 


City State __._——s Zip 
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COLLECTORS EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 


The year-end issues of PWI are the most 
anticipated wrestling magazines of the 
year. Each of these spectacular issues is 
100 pages in length—packed with full- 
color!—and provides full details of the an- 
nual ‘Achievement Awards” for the year 
just ended. Plus, each issue is jammed 
with special features like the 
“PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” ‘Un- 
official Official Awards,’’ ‘‘Predictions,” 
and more. AVAILABLE: March 1987 
(1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 in 
review), March 1989 (1988 in review). 
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March 19 


Make check or money order payable and mail to: 


T.V. SPORTS 
| BOx 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “Unofficial Official Awards’’ of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 
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December 1987 September 1989 


i Please send me the special Pro Wrestling Illustrated back issues | have checked. 
| | enclose $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


NAME 
| ADDRESS 


| CITY 


| 
j STATE 


ZIP 


| U.S. funds only. All other countries $7 per issue ordered. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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SUPERCARDS 

The PWi “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
Pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “‘Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania II, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock '86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup ll, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 


September 1988 
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EDDIE ELLNER: It is my pleasure to 
introduce the cruel, vicious, and sa- 
distic U.S. Champion, Lex Luger. 
Lex, welcome. 

LEX LUGER: Don’t pigeonhole me, 
Eliner. ’m my own man; no more 
labels. I’m not this or that or any 
other damned thing except the best 
wrestler in the damned world. 
BILL APTER: While there’s no de- 
nying your talent, Lex, there’s also no 
denying your radical change in tac- 
tics. Your sneak-attacks on Rick 
Steamboat have mlebreaker written 
all over it. Care to explain what led 
to this sudden change in character? 
LL: Explain myself to you, puny 
vessel of nothingness? 

EE: My thoughts exactly. 

LL: My behavior is beyond your 
ability to judge. Only great men can 
hold court on my actions. Each day 
I redefine the possibilities of human 
achievement. 

EE: Let’s not get carried away, Lex. 
Before you qualify for worship, you 
might want to win the NWA ttle. 
LL: Your attempts to humble Lex 
Luger won’t work, Ellner. I’ve had 
the NWA crown firmly in my grasp 
dozens of times only to have it sto- 
len back by ‘‘technicalities.”’ 

BA: Lots of wrestlers claim the same 
misfortune. Not to disparage the U.S. 
title, but until you wear the big belt, 
you wear nothing. At least if you 
want to be considered tnuly great. 
LL: I know I am the best out there. 
The media and the fans know I am 
the best wrestler out there. But I 
understand the need to own the gold 
strap to validate my position in this 
sport. People have worshipped gold 
since the beginning of time. You are 
right, Eliner. They will worship me 
when I wear the belt.. They will 
pray before the altar of Lex Luger. 
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CROSSFIRE 


LEX LUGER 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


The unedited transcript follows 


No barrier will block Lex Luger from Ric Flair's 
NWA World title. 


EE: And when do you anticipate this 
happening? 

LL: As soon as the coward Flair 
agrees to a title match. As soon as 
he’s finished with Fossil Funk and 
Spineless Steamboat. As soon as the 
gutless NWA administration forces 
him to fight his number-one 
challenger. 

BA: I think he’s pretty much finished 
with Steamboat. Ricky recently left 
the federation, so you're not going to 
have to worry about him. 

LL: I’m not worried about nothing, 
and if I want to talk about Steam- 
boat, I'll talk about Steamboat. As 
far as I’m concerned, Steamboat can 
come back at any time. You saw 
what he did to Flair. 

EE: | recall an interview we had mid- 
way through your rookie campaign. 
You were being touted as the heir 
apparent to every great wrestler in 
history. Every promoter in the coun- 
try was bidding for your services. 


Yet the hype never affected you. In 
our interview you remained modest, 
respectful—almost deferential. Now, 
like Mike Tyson, you've lost . 
LL: I know what you’re going to 
say. Now I’ve become an egotistical 
monster. I no longer have respect 
for anyone. Owwww. I’m so sorry. I 
hope you can forgive me my disre- 
spect. I’m sorry if I’ve forgotten 
how to grovel like a village idiot. 
When you’re young and stupid, you 
respect the world. If the Horsemen 
taught me anything it was to watch 
my own butt because short of a 
pretty girl, ain’t no one gonna be 
watching it for me. The link with 
Tyson is a very astute one. Both of 
us are not afraid to speak about 
domination. What’s the sense in 
paying false tribute to a bunch of 
bums? Steamboat. Flair. Sting. All 
ex-friends who used me. I gave 
them respect. I gave them my 
friendship. Now I’m gonna give 
them my fists. 
BA: Can you really survive in this 
sport without a single ally? 
LL: I have plenty of friends, Wimpy 
Billy. (Luger rips off his shirt). Meet 
Paul the Pec. Bob the Bicep. Here’s 
Phil the Fist. Would you like to 
meet them up close and personal? 
EE: With his insurance policy, Bill's 
worth a lot more dead than alive, es- 
pecially to his wife and kids. 
BA: I’m wondering, Lex, if it doesn’t 
get lonely sometimes. You've said 
that fnends don’t count and the fans 
mean even less. Isn’t success mean- 
ingless without someone to share it 
with? 
EE: Lonely? Have you ever seen 
Luger's little black book? He must 
have a girl in every zip code. 
LL: To answer everyone’s question: 
(Continued on page 60) 


“I gave them respect. I 
gave them friendship. 
Now I’m gonna give 
them my fists.’’ 


As Al Perez cinches down on a chinlock against 
Mike Graham, it is apparent why he received a 
high mark in the strength category. 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 89 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘“‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


AL PEREZ 


SPEED: This is an integral part of Perez’ attack. Because many of his 
opponents are larger than he is, Perez relies on his quickness to get out 
of a tough spot. However, when facing a smaller opponent, Perez is 
usually at a disadvantage in this category. His speed is helpful, though, in 
running back into the ring to beat a 10-count, an important B 
consideration with his overcautious style of wrestling. 


STRENGTH: Perez is no hulking brute, but he is strong enough to 
handle himself. His chiseled physique is testament to that. His superb 
scientific skills obscure the fact that he can batter an opponent with his 
fists as well as dazzle him with science. Perez’ strength is particularly 
evident in the quality of his chinlocks. They are among the most effective 
in the sport. If Perez relied solely on strength, he would have trouble. As 
it is, his power provides a nice balance to his other B 
skal, te 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Trained by legendary pros Karl 
Gotch and Boris Malenko, Perez is a brilliant tactician who has more than 
enough ability to rely strictly on science. The problem is he chooses to 
brawl much of the time. He is the model for the “scientific rulebreaker.” 
Perez possesses a varied repertoire of suplexes and knows exactly the 
situation in which to use them. His clotheslines are crisp, his dropkicks 
precise. There are no glaring weaknesses in this department. Apparently, 
Perez thought he’d be more successful if he did less tech- A 

nical wrestling and more kicking and punching. Kr 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Perez’ intense fitness program aids him 
invaluably in the ring. He compliments weightlifting with aerobic con- 
ditioning, so he’s powerful without being overly bulky. He has great 
stamina that allows him to go for 30 minutes or more, though his matches 
have rarely lasted that long. This ability to outlast most of his opponents 
has no doubt greatly improved Perez’ wonr-loss record. Nevertheless, 
Perez must be careful that his love for the nightlife doesn’t A 
interfere with his training methods. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Often, it appears as though Perez knows 
exactly what he is doing and where it will take him. At other times, he 
will seem confused, unsure of his next step. The smarts are there; they 
just aren't always used. Perhaps that’s why he needed a shrewd tactician 
like Gary Hart as his manager in World Class and the NWA. Today Gen. 
Skandor Akbar is in his comer in Texas, but that may be more for outside 
interference than for match strategy. Wrestling without a 

manager in Florida should further develop Perez’ mental skills. 


OVERALL GRADE: Perez has held a variety of singles and tag 
team titles, including the World Class (now USWA) championship. He 
“hasn't established himself in one area for a long period of time, however, 
and that is harming his credibility. If Perez stayed put in a major federa- 
tion, he’d have an excellent shot at becoming a world champion. He has 
what it takes. Perez is in the prime of his career, so there is B 

still time. At the moment, his priorities lie elsewhere. + 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


BLANCHARD 


URMOIL WAS ALWAYS The Four Horsemen's fifth 

member. Ole Anderson quickly became an outcast. 
Lex Luger couldn’t survive. The addition of Barry Wind- 
ham was said to be one of the main reasons the Horse- 
men broke up. Within the unit, there was always jealousy 
and disagreement over how things should be done. 

But somehow, Tully Blanchard and Am Anderson sur- 
vived through it all. As two-time NWA World champions, 
they silenced the critics who thought they were too 
small. Amid the ever-present Horseman turmoil, they ig- 
nored it all and thrived. And when it came time for Tully 
and Am to leave the Horsemen, they left together. May- 
be both men realized that they were better off as a unit 
than on their own. 

Now, of course, they’re in the WWF, where they re- 
cently became the first team ever to win both the NWA 
and WWF World titles. Their best two-of-three falls vic- 
tory over Demolition was controversial (Blanchard and 
Anderson matches often are), but the result was very 
familiar: another victory for The Brain Busters. 

Perhaps Tully and Arm have survived so long because 
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TULLY ys. ARN 


ANDERSON 


they're so similar. Both are ruthless individuals who will 
stop at nothing to win. They are tough and afraid of 
nobody. And, although they wrestle as a team, Tully and 
Am are both fiercely independent. 

But there are differences. Blanchard is an outstanding 
scientific wrestler and a spectacular tactician. Anderson 
is a great brawler who can match up with men twice his 
size. He doesn’t worry about strategy, but can wrestle 
when he has to. 

What could possibly pull these two men apart? At this 
Point, probably nothing. Anderson and Blanchard are 
Past the stage where petty differences would bring them 
apart. 

But the idea of an Anderson vs. Blanchard match is 
extremely enticing. It would be a battle of opposite styles 
but similar mindsets. And, undoubtedly, there’d be more 
than a little ego involved. 

Well, we can dream. And we can also ask four well- 
informed panelists to give us their analyses of what 
would happen if Blanchard and Anderson went “Head 
To Head.” 


HEAD TO HEAD 


OLE ANDERSON 
You know, there was a time when I 
would've given my right arm for either of 
those guys. Now there's nothing I'd like to 
see more than those two backstabbers tear- 
ing each other to pieces. 
I still haven't forgiven Am for what hap- 
pened a few years ago when he pulled a 
power play to get me out of the Horsemen, 
and I'm pretty sure that Blanchard fed him all 
those stupid ideas, But I’m not so stubbom 
that I can’t admit that these guys are pretty 
damned good wrestlers when they get together. Their record is some- 
thing you just can't argue with. Three world titles—in two separate 
federations? Man, there're some pretty damned good teams that've 
never won one, 

So I'm going to do something I know neither of those guys would 
do: I'm going to try to do this fairly, I know these guys are pretty good 
and I'm not gonna try to hide it. 

One thing I remember, about three years ago, in Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, you guys did a “Scouting Report” on Am Anderson and you 
talked about how he was the most underrated scientific wrestler in the 
sport. Man, that’s right on the money. Everybody thinks Arm's just a 
brawler, but there’s a lot more to him than that. He’s got a couple of 
moves in his bag of tricks, 

He's also got Anderson blood and that don’t hurt. Tully's a damned 
fine scientific wrestler, but I never thought he was tough enough to 
back up his smart mouth, He'd be in a little trouble without Am, and if 
he went against him, Tully'd get roughed up pretty bad. I've teamed 
with both, and Am's tougher, He’s better, too. An Anderson would 
never lose to a Blanchard. 

Ole Anderson, Arn’s cousin, was a member of The Four Horsemen 
prior to a stormy breakup in 1987. 


RICK MORTON 

I hate ’em. I'm not gonna try to hide it, I 
just hate ‘em. Tully Blanchard and Am An- 
derson are two of the most despicable hu- 
man beings I've ever known in my entire life, 
They'd sell their mothers for the right price. 
Heck, Am sold his cousin, didn’t he? 

Me and Robert have beaten ‘em both, so 
it's not like you're talking about two unbeat- 
able wrestlers. And individually, they're very 
YN beatable, That's why I can’t get too excited 

me ' about a match between Anderson and Blan- 
chard. With these two, it wouldn't exactly be a great display of 
wrestling. 

But man, that Anderson is tough. You know that saying, “hard as 
nails"? Well, Anderson's hard as nails, And Blanchard is absolutely 
ruthless, He'll stop at nothing to get what he wants. 

You know, I've always been a bit partial to guys who know how to 
wrestle. To me, a man should know something about the sport, he 
should be able to get into the ring and put on a few moves. It shouldn't 
just be brawling and punching. This is a sport and it can be an art, just 
like rock 'n’ roll. It seems like a whole mishmash, but under the 
surface, there's form and style. 

That's why Blanchard would probably beat Anderson. He's a deeper 
wrestler. He knows more and he can adjust to different situations, I 
know many times when we wrestled Anderson and Blanchard, me or 
Robert would switch strategies and Tully would be the one to make 
them adjust. 

By the way, I think it would be-a close match. You just couldn't sell 
me a ticket. 

Rick Morton is one-half of four-time NWA World champs The Rock 
'n’ Roll Express, a team that has faced Anderson and Blanchard 
many times, 


JIM CORNETTE 
You guys must be out of your minds asking 
me about Tully Blanchard and Anderson. I 
know and they know that The Midnight Ex- 
press deserved that title shot last year, but 
they ducked us at every tum. Real Brain Bust- 
ers, huh? 
Well, I'll tell you what would happen if 
Tully Blanchard wrestled Am Anderson. First 
of all, everybody in the arena—that’s, of 
course, if anyone bought tickets—would fall 
asleep! You're talking about two of the most 
colorless, boring men in all of wrestling. We wrestled them a few 
times, and if it weren't for Beautiful Bobby and Sweet Stan, everybody 
would've been at the popcom stands! Where in the world did you 
ever come up with this matchup? 

Yeah, I know, It’s tough to come up with these “Head to Head” 
matchups, so you just take the easy way out and split up a tag team. 
And since you know Beautiful Bobby and Sweet Stan would never 
wrestle each other, at least as long as I’m around, you couldn’t do that. 
So you take these guys that beat a nothing team like Demolition, split 
‘em up, and think everybody's going to get excited about it. 

Well, guess again, I don't care what would happen, the fans don't 
care what would happen, and I don't even think Blanchard and Ander- 
son would care what happened. It's been so long since they've wres- 
tled singles, I don't think they'd remember what to do. The tirae limit 
might pass before either guy even applied a hold, 

And here's another thing. J.J. Dillon never taught these guys the right 
way to wrestle, and now there’s nobody around to help them, They're 
lost, gone, finished, through. 

Okay, if you must press me for a prediction, Blanchard would win. 
But don’t ask me why, 

Jim Cornette is the veteran manager of The Midnight Express. 


TOMMY YOUNG 

Great wrestlers, great competitors, absolute 
tag team experts, but certainly not great men. 
T have a lot of admiration for their skill, but 
not for the way they act. When you're as 
talented as they are, there’s no reason to 
cheat, but they always did. They always gave 
me trouble. 

But you know, I always wondered what 
would happen if Tully and Am wrestled 
against each other. I guess we think about it 
with most tag teams, but especially with 
these two because of their styles, Also, they're such tag team experts, 
singles wrestling seems like the farthest thing from their minds. 

Blanchard is just a super scientific wrestler. He knows all the moves 
and exactly when to execute them. You know, some wrestlers—and 
The Blue Blazer is one—have all this ability and never know when to 
apply it. But Blanchard is a veteran, a real professional, and he doesn’t 
waste moves, He has a game plan and sticks to it. 

Anderson can also wrestle, but he likes to fight. He reminds me of 
one of those guys that goes out to a bar just to pick a fight. That's 
Anderson. He’s not afraid of anybody, and I guess he proved it when 
Tully and Am used to wrestle The Road Wamriors. You have to admire 
a man who's so fearless. 

Often, wrestling matches come down to who has more perseverance 
and who's smarter, On the first count, they're about equal. Neither man 
ever gives up. But Tully's the smarter wrestler and, | think, the better 
wrestler. He's held some important singles titles and he's wrestled the 
best. 

It could be a great match, but it would definitely be interesting. Tully 
would win. 

Veteran referee Tommy Young has officiated many tag team 
matches involving Arm Anderson and Tully Blanchard. 
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COMING OCTOBER uF 


You've probably 
already seen COLLECTORS’-ITEM FIRST ISSUE! 
itera aiyats The debut issue of ROLLERGAMES magazine will be a 
on television: hard- FE genuine collectors’ item. Packed with dozens of full-color 
hitting action as six jas pages, it will include: 
teams of skaters 
compete for glory @ In-depth profiles of each team! 
on a figure-eight Learn all about The Rockers, 
track packed with Bad Attitude, The Violators, 
danger and Hot Flash, The Maniacs, and the 
excitement! world-famous T-Birds! 
@ A complete explanation of the 
Now comes ROLLERGAMES ROLLERGAMES rules 


@ “Manager’s Forum,” an in-depth 
interview, ‘‘Scouting Report,” statistics 
listings, and ““Commissioner’s Corner” 
@ Many more features and surprises!!! 


magazine, brought to you by the same 
award-winning staff that brings you Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, 
Inside Wrestling, Wrestling 89, Sports 
Review Wrestling—the publications tha’ 
bring all the excitement, drama, and 
intrigue of pro wrestling into your home. 
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The collectors’ edition 
of ROLLERGAMES 
magazine goes on 
sale October 17 


AVOID A SELLOUT— 
GET TO YOUR NEWSSTAND EARLY! 


ROLLERGAMES MAGAZINE 
A NEW ERA IN SPORTS 


***SPECIAL BONUS OFFER!!!* * * 
Receive your copy of RollerGames magazine 
hot off the presses! Send just $2.95 (plus 
$1.05 shipping and handling) 

for each issue you pigs 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


Een AEMAMES 


( )Yes! | want to be in on all the action of RollerGames! Please send me ____ copies 
i of the collectors’ edition first issue. | am enclosing $4.00 ($2.95 plus $1.05 shipping pes 
handling) for each issue ordered. 


(Mics @ } 
bey” (i/MIDWAY 
“vorld! 


| Name 
I Address Apt. 
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i} (U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries $5.00 per issue. 
L_ Please allow up to eight weeks for delivery.) 


Check your local television listings to see when ROLLERGAMES airs in your area! 


SCOREBOARD 
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SCOREBOARD 


WENDI RICHTER vs. PENELOPE PARADISE 


For Wendi Richter, an AWA 
World women’s title defense in Flon- 
da was trouble in paradise and trou- 
ble from Paradise, Penelope Paradise 
to be precise. This new star on the 
women’s wrestling scene gave Rich- 
ter a memorable match and nearly 
upset her for the belt. 

Richter began the bout loaded 
with confidence, and rightly so. She 
must be considered one of the great- 
est female wrestlers ever. In addition 
to her success in the AWA, she has 
held the women’s championship in 
the WWF, WWC, and NWF. She be- 
gan an international celebrity in 1984 
when singer Cyndi Lauper took an 
interest in the sport and managed 
her to an upset victory over then- 
WWF champion Fabulous Moolah. 

But on this steamy hot night in the 
Sunshine State, Richter was not think- 
ing of past glories. She was trying to 
decide how to wrestle a young up- 
start named Paradise. A demanding 
schedule of title defenses gave Rich- 
ter almost no time to scout her new 
opponent. The champion would 
have to rely on her own sound in- 


Paradise surfboards Richter 


stincts developed over years of bat- 
tling the sport’s toughest women un- 
der the most adverse circumstances. 

Paradise had decided that being 
brutally aggressive was the only way 


to win. She was well-aware of Rich- 
ter’s reputation and needed to prove 
she belonged in the ring with her. By 
going all-out, Paradise hoped to grab 
Richter’'s attention immediately, 
putting her on notice that she, Para- 
dise, was no run-of-the-mill 
contender. 

The plan worked. Richter sensed 
her foe’s attitude and wrestled ac- 
cordingly. She stunned Paradise with 
brilliant maneuvers, knowing that 
she’d need all her formidable skills 
to pull out a victory here. 

Soon it became apparent that Rich- 
ter’s talents would be too much for 
Paradise to overcome. The veteran 
wore down Paradise to the point of 
exhaustion. When Richter scored the 
pin, no one—except maybe Para- 
dise—was surprised. 

“She was tough,” Richter admitted 
after the match, “but I’ve had tough- 
er matches. Paradise was different 
because she showed some guts in 
there. She’s not championship mate- 
nal yet, but she’s close. I’m sure 
she'll want a rematch. I'll be ready 
for her.” 


JIMMY SNUKA vs. THE HONKY TONK MAN 


Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka is one of 
the greatest wrestlers never to win 
the WWF Intercontinental title. The 
Honky Tonk Man, on the other hand, 
may be the worst grappler to have 
held that prestigious belt. It was for 
that reason Snuka felt he not only 
had to defeat Honky Tonk, he had to 
humiliate him, right in his hometown 
of Memphis. 

Snuka dominated the outclassed 
Honky from the opening bell with his 
unique blend of science and power. 
By contrast, Honky’s attempts to de- 
fend himself were ineffective and of- 
ten inept. If Snuka was classical bal- 
let, Honky Tonk was slapstick. The 
fans knew it and taunted Honky 
relentlessly. 

Even before Snuka mounted the 
top rope for his “superfly” leap, Hon- 
ky Tonk was finished. Snuka’s pinfall 
victory made it official. 
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Snuka chops Honky Tonk 


SCOREBOARD 
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INTERVIEW 89 
RIC FLAIR 


When thinking of Ric Flair, certain images usually come to mind. The mane of flowing blond hair. The ex- 
pensive, luxurious ring robes. The arrogant, cocky attitude. And, foremost, the NWA World championship belt 


strapped firmly around his waist. 


Flair and the NWA World title belt had become practically inseparable during the 1980s. His five title reigns 
and complete domination of the decade, in fact, had even former skeptics admitting that the Minnesota native 
had earned a spot among the legends of the game. 

But then came that fateful night of February 20 in Chicago and his sudden defeat to Rick Steamboat. And 
the skeptics were back. Flair’s time, they said, had come and gone. He been edged off the top of the hill and 


his drop would be a quick one. 


In the weeks that followed, the title seemed to grow farther and farther from Flair’s grasp. All across the 
country, Flair battled the new champion in a classic series of hotly contested rematches. Many of these bouts 
lasted close to an hour, but in none of them was Flair able to win back the title. No longer did he have The 
Four Horsemen around to bail him out of trouble. No longer did he even have a manager to aid him. For the 
first time in years, it looked like Flair’s lengthy period of NWA dominance had come to an end. 

Those expecting Flair to fade away were way off the mark, however. On May 7 in Nashville in the main 
event of Wrestle War ’89, Flair captured Steamboat in a small package and regained the title for the sixth 
time. It would be after the bout, however, when the biggest headlines would be made. 

Terry Funk, one of three former champions contracted by the NWA to judge the title match, stepped into 
the ring seemingly to congratulate Flair on winning the bout. Funk’s expression of goodwill turned out to.be 
an excuse to blindside Flair and deliver one of the most brutal attacks in recent history. Flair suffered seriouss 
neck injuries as the result of being piledrived on a wooden table and slammed over the head with a metal 


folding chair. 


After hearing the gloomy doctor's report, many assumed that Flair would never wrestle again, let alone be? 
able to defend his belt. His physician, Dr. Joseph Estwanick, announced publicly that a return to the ring 
could cripple Flair for life. But Flair’s immense pride—and newfound hatred for Funk—insisted that he come 
back. And on July 23 in Baltimore, Flair pinned Funk to gain a measure of revenge. 
But, again, his evening’s work would not end with the referee’s three-count. After the match, Flair was at- 
tacked by The Great Muta. Unexpectedly, Sting came to Flair’s aid, and a 10-minute outside-the-ring melee 


ensued. 


Managing Editor Craig Peters spoke with Flair about two hours before he was to meet Funk in a rematch in 
Cleveland. ‘This is a different Flair we're seeing now,” said a surprised Peters after the discussion. ‘‘He 
seemed more gracious than I’ve ever seen him, yet confident and poised at the same time. When he told me 
that he won't rest until he defeats Funk soundly and sends him packing from the NWA forever, he spoke 
calmly and seriously. For the first time | can remember, | believed every word he said.’”’ 


WRESTLING 89: Ric, thanks for tak- 
ing time out of your busy title-defense 
schedule to talk to us. 

FLAIR: Thank you for your time. It’s 
always a pleasure to speak with you, 
Craig Peters, and the rest of the staff 
over at Wrestling 89. 

WRESTLING 89: What? A pleasure? 
Ric, don’t take this the wrong way, 
but | really can’t believe I’m hearing 
you talk this way. Am | really speak- 
ing to the same man who used to 
routinely deliver the most crazed in- 
terviews in this sport and who also 
used to deny us access on a regular 
basis? 


FLAIR: (laughs) | don’t think that’s 
always been the case, Craig. You 
have to remember that wrestling puts 
competitors in situations unlike any 
other professional sport. | realize 
there have been times in the past 
where | haven’t been overly coopera- 
tive, but it was all dependent on what 
was going on around me at the time. 
Right now, however, I’ve got a lot of 
things that I'd really love to get off my 
chest, so fire away. 

WRESTLING 89: The most important 
topic on the minds of a lot of the fans 
is your health. We’ve seen you take 
Funk to the limit several times now, 


but that doesn’t always tell the entire 
story. How well have you recovered 
from your neck injury? 

FLAIR: Well, | would be lying if it told 
you | was at 100 percent, but it’s also 
not far from the truth, so say that I’m 
just about back to normal. As I’m 
sure you know, | suffered a ruptured 
disc when Funk piledrived me. | was 
out of action for 79 days, and during 
most of that time | was undergoing 
therapy and taking a lot of medica- 
tion. | had one of the best orthopedic 
specialists in the world, Dr. 
Estwanick, taking care of me, so | got 
the very finest medical care that mon- 
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ey could buy. But even with him and 
other doctors telling me that | was 
risking my future by coming back, | 
knew there was no way | could stay 
away from that ring. | couldn’t let 
what Funk did to me go unavenged. 
WRESTLING 89: When you wrestled 
Funk in your comeback match on 
July 23 in Baltimore, were you 100 
percent certain that your neck could 
stand up to the pounding that Funk 
would dish out? 

FLAIR: Not really, but it was a 
chance | had to take. There was a 
time during that match when | was a 
bit concerned that Funk had suc- 
ceeded in injuring me again. He 
caught me with one of his expertly 
applied piledrivers, and for just a mo- 
ment my neck felt the same way it 
did when | was first injured. Luckily 
for me, the pain went away just as 
fast, but it all reminded me of why | 
despise Funk so much. Even when 


Ric Flair pulls Terry Funk by the hair as both men 
bleed during another one of their intense bouts. 
Flair vows that he won't rest until Funk, a former 
NWA World champion, is out of the sport perma- 
nently. 


FOR FLAIR, COMEBACKS ARE SECOND NATURE 


Many who watched in horror as Terry Funk brutally attacked Ric Flair 
during Wrestle War ’89 on May 7 assumed the serious neck and back 
injuries the champion suffered would be enough to put him out of the sport 
forever. Those who did, however, may not have been aware of an important 
part of Flair’s history. 

In 1975, Flair was in his third year as a professional, and was just hitting 
his stride in the wrestling world. Although he was six years away from 
winning his first title, he had just completed an impressive winning streak 
that showed hints of the superstar he was yet to become. 

Unfortunately, his rapidly advancing career was about to come to an 
abrupt halt. On October 4, 1975, a twin-engine plane carrying Flair and 
veteran wrestlers Johnny Valentine and Bob Bruggers crashed in 
Wilmington, North Carolina. For Valentine and Bruggers, their injuries were 
so severe that they could never compete in the ring again. For Flair, the 
crash meant a broken back—two cracked vertebrae—and the fear that he, 
too, might have to forego his promising career. 

“| was in traction in the hospital for about three months,” recalled Flair. 
“In a way, it was so similar to the Funk incident, it’s scary. | had doctors 
telling me | would have trouble walking, let alone wrestling, after my back 
healed up. They advised me that | should look into other career options, but 
believe me, at that point in my life | was young and hungry. | was 
determined to get back into that ring as soon as possible.” 

Defying the odds, Flair made a miraculous comeback about six months 
after his ill-fated flight. In many respects, his 79-day hiatus after the Funk 
brutalization echoed what had happened to him 14 years earlier. 

“The time off, the doctors’ diagnoses, everything about it was eerily 
similar,” said Flair. “But | proved to the promoters, the officials, and the fans 
that I’m one guy that you can never count out. There was one big difference 
between my injuries, though. When the Cessna | was riding in hit the 
ground, it was an accident. But Funk knew exactly what he was doing when 
he piledrived me into that table. That airplane is long gone now, and you 
can bet that Funk will end up the same way—in the scrap heap.” 


—Craig Peters 
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he fails at something, he tries and 
tries again until you start to know ex- 
actly what the creep’s mind is up to. 
WRESTLING 89: Why do you think 
Funk attacked you in the first place? 
Was it jealousy over your NWA World 
title? 

FLAIR: Sure it was, but | think 
there’s a lot more to it than that. 
Back in the ’70s, Funk was to the 
NWA what | have been to the federa- 
tion in the ’80s—the recognized, un- 
disputed leader of the pack. But his 
single 14-month title reign didn’t last 
nearly as long as my six reigns have, 
and | just about wiped out the memo- 
ry of him, his brother Dory, Jack 
Brisco, and many of the ’70s champi- 
ons in the minds of the fans. And 
when he left the sport entirely to act 
in movies with Sylvester Stallone, it 
put him right into the wrestling retire- 
ment home, as far as many people 
were concerned. When he saw me 
beat Steamboat back on May 7 in 
Nashville, | think it just about drove 
him right out of his senile mind. 
WRESTLING 89: Still, that was no 
excuse to blindside you, particularly 
after you had just wrestled Rick 
Steamboat for more than half an 
hour. 

FLAIR: Well, that’s the difference be- 
tween a real wrestler like Steamboat 
and a washed-up, desperate old-timer 
like Funk. When | pinned Steamboat 


cleanly in the middle of the ring, he 
accepted the defeat like a man. 
When the ring announcer declared 
me the new champion, Steamboat 
reached out and shook my _ hand. 
And that came after | had called him 
and his family every name in the 
book for months. That’s what being a 
champion is all about. Funk realized 
there’s no way he’d ever be able to 
last as long against me in a match as 
Steamboat did, particularly at this ad- 
vanced stage in his career. So he 
decided to hit me when | wasn’t look- 
ing, as if crippling me would instantly 
restore his status in the sport again. 
That didn’t happen, did it? All his 
attack did was make me a more de- 
termined man than I’ve ever been 
before. 

WRESTLING 89: That certainly 
seems true, but to me Funk’s actions 
changed a lot more than that. After 
the fans realizéd what happened, 
they rallied to support you for the first 
time in years. That surprised a lot of 
experts—myself included—who_be- 
lieved that after your three-year asso- 
ciation with The Four Horsemen, 
you'd be a hated man for life. 
FLAIR: (pauses) To be honest with 
you, it surprised me, too. | started 
getting cards, letters, and flowers 
while | was in the hospital, and they 
were all begging me to come back. 
And when | went back to the arenas 
to announce my return, the fans gave 
me standing ovations. Really, | had 
done nothing to earn their support. | 
think why they started coming over to 
my side was because they saw what 
real evil was by seeing Funk at his 
worst. 

WRESTLING 89: And now the fans 
have seen you in several rematches 
against Funk, and they now rank you 
as one of the most popular wrestlers 
in the sport. How do you feel about 
this? 

FLAIR: You know, it’s kind of funny, 
but I’m really starting to enjoy it. | 
come out on TV for interviews now 
and the fans just go out of their 
minds! I’m not doing anything really 
different, and | haven’t changed my 
style of wrestling. | think it’s a combi- 
nation of the fans realizing that | real- 
ly am a true master of this sport to- 
day, as well as realizing | am in no 
way as low as that skunk Funk could 
ever be. It isn't just the fans that real- 
ize it, either. A lot of wrestlers are 
wising up and coming over to my 
side. 

WRESTLING 89: You must be talk- 
ing about your sudden friendship with 


Sting. 

FLAIR: That's right. Hey, after the 
battles we’ve had in the past, he real- 
ly didn’t have to come to my rescue 
after Muta attacked me in Baltimore. 
But Sting hates Funk every bit as 
much as | do, and he was just doing 
what he thought was right. I’ve done 
some pretty low things in the past, 
but I’m a man of my word. I’ve al- 
ready promised Sting that I’m going 
to repay him for his courage. | just 
hope that Muta and Funk get some 
ideas about going after him. I'll love 
nothing better than to get into anoth- 
er brawl, because there’s no doubt in 
my mind that Sting and | can wipe 
the floor with them. 

WRESTLING 89: What are your im- 
pressions of Muta as: a wrestler, 
though? He may be one of the next 
top contenders to your World title. 
FLAIR: Well, he’s obviously been 
coached very well, but I’m not too 
sure if Gary Hart had anything to do 
with it. He’s also pulled off some of 
the most impressive aerial maneu- 
vers I’ve ever seen. But shouldn't 


Sting holds The Great Muta as Flair smashes the 
Japanese star with his boot (above). Flair thanks 
Sting for his help in battling Funk and Muta (be- 
low). Their four-man brawl at the Baltimore Great 
American Bash was one of the wildest postmatch 


that green mist of his be an immedi- 
ate disqualification? And how good 
can he really be if he has to rely on it 
all the time? I’m sure he’ll give me a 
hell of a match, but | have a feeling 
there’s some old business I’m going 
to have to clear up first. 
WRESTLING 89: What do you 
mean? 

FLAIR: Don’t you read your own 
magazines? Take a look at the NWA 
top-10 ratings and see who’s in the 
number-one position—my old buddy 
Lex Luger. For about five months 
now, he’s been running around say- 
ing he’s the greatest wrestler in the 
world. Well, Lex, I’ve said it before, 
and I'll say it again—you've gotta 
beat the man to be the man. Person- 
ally, I've never been able to stomach 
the guy, and the way he’s been act- 
ing lately only makes it worse. Re- 
member, it was only a year ago when 
everybody said there was no way he 
wouldn’t beat me for my World title, 
but | turned back his challenge every 
time. It’s a year later now, and I’m a 
little older, but I’m a whole lot wiser. | 
realize now that I'll have to take him 
on before long. 

WRESTLING 89: That seems a cer- 
tainty. But tonight, you’re going to 
take on Funk, the man who hurt you 
as badly as anyone ever has. 
FLAIR: Yeah, but that’s in the past 
now. Night after night, | go out there 
and we battle like there’s no tomor- 
row. Funk makes me bleed, and | do 
the same to him. But it isn’t nearly 
good enough. The guy tried to take 
me out, but he didn’t get the job 
done. Now, I’m gonna make him sor- 
ry he ever heard of Ric Flair or the 
NWA title. And when it’s all done, all 
the memories of what he did to me 
will fade into history—and so will 
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DUSTY RHODES— 


WWF DISGRACE! 


By Eddie Ellner 


ONG |S THE list of athletes and 

personalities who've exploited 
their fame for a buck. The lure of 
lucre has sullied the reputations of 
many luminaries. 

Remember the unfortunate night- 
club careers of boxers Jake LaMotta 
and Joe Frazier? How about the 
score of established stage actors shil- 
ling for hemorrhoid creams and hair 
spray? Some athletes, Denny McLain 
and Pete Rose the most infamous, 
have compromised their illustrious 
names through gambling and drugs. 

But none have done it quite so 
blatantly, and with so much disregard 
for their reputation, as Virgil Riley 
Runnels Jr. Known to most of us as 
Dusty Rhodes, to others as 
PizzaMan, GarbageMan, and 
ButcherMan, Rhodes practically over- 
night destroyed a legend he spent 
two decades creating. 

To know me is to know how | feel 
about Dusty Rhodes. | wear my con- 
tempt for him out on my sleeve, like 
a badge of honor. Yet even | must 
admit there is more to this obese, 
elephantine, misshapen, bloated lard 
vessel than meets the eye. 

There is too much Dusty to dis- 
miss—too many pounds, lumps, title 
belts, trophies, fan clubs, and ova- 
tions to ignore. He has endured and 
thrived for nearly 20 years in a sport 
that cold-heartedly spits, chews, and 
swallows its imposters. 

We will attempt here an objective 
analysis of this colorful madman and 
his career. We'll do our best to un- 
ravel the secrets of his success, be- 
fore the inevitable damnation. 


Down In The West Texas 
Town Of El Paso 


Dusty fell in love with a German 
girl. And in so doing hatched a pat- 
tern of boisterousness, ego brandish- 
ing, and jealousy that would trail him 
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throughout his ring career. An ex- 
teammate recalls Dusty as a West 
Texas State freshman who was “shy 
and retiring.” Rhodes stayed with the 
other linemen who kept mostly to 
themselves. ‘‘Remember, this was 
before linemen became superstars,” 
his teammate recalls. ‘‘Linemen pret- 
ty much were part of the 
background.” 

A big man even back then, Dusty 
made his biggest impression in the 
post-practice sprints. “‘Linemen were 


Dusty Rhodes: WWF policeman. Or pizza man. Or 
garbageman. Eddie Ellner has always despised 
Rhodes. Now he has more reasons to hate him. 


required to be strong, not fast,’ said 
his teammate. “One day, as a joke, 
the coaches put Dusty and another 
tackle in the receivers’ sprint line. 
Dusty completely blew by two ends 
and barely missed catching the last 
one, who was the fastest guy on the 
team. The coaches’ jaws dropped. 
After that, they noticed him.” 

But a certain German cheerleader 
did not. “There was a really cute 
cheerleader who Dusty liked a lot,” 
the teammate continued, “but Dusty 


could not get her attention. It was the 
old story. She had eyes for the quar- 
terbacks and the skinny, good-looking 
guys, and Dusty fell into none of 
these categories. 

“In order to attract her attention, 
Dusty started to do these wild things. 
| swear he invented the touchdown 
dance. Once he recovered a fumble 
in the end zone, grabbed the ball, 
and started doing this hula thing in 
full view of the crowd and the cheer- 
leaders. They loved him. And 
damned if he didn’t start dating that 
pretty little German girl. That Dusty 
sure knew how to get what he 
wanted.” 

Another behavioral pattern began 
to emerge at this time that on the 
surface appeared to be of great ser- 
vice to his team. ‘Dusty would take 
the youngsters—the ones who were 
green and _ frightened—under his 
wing,” the teammate says. ‘But he’d 
do it in such a way that he’d hook 
them into his world, hypnotize ’em, 
and they’d do his bidding. He always 
had to be the center of action. He 
needed attention. It was a little 
strange. But Dusty was such a love- 
able lunk, you never thought twice 
about it.” 


If | Didn’t Love You I'd Hate You 


We jump ahead several years. 
Rhodes had forsaken the gridiron in 
favor of the wrestling ring. His first 
major breakthrough came when he 
formed the Texas Outlaws with noto- 
rious rulebreaker Dick Murdoch. Al- 
though they never captured a major 
title, the Outlaws terrorized the coun- 
tryside. As they were poised to make 
their big move, Dusty became 
depressed. 

“The boos,” he was quoted saying 
at the time, “l can’t take the boos. | 
want the people to like me.” 

Soon afterward, the Outlaws sepa- 
rated and Dusty put on the white hat 

(Continued on page 56) 


becoming the opinion : 
of many people— 
particularly Eddie 

| Eliner, who wasn’t a 
fan of Dusty’s to 

begin with! 
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Muta blinds Sting with a blast of his green mist, 
as his partner, Terry Funk, looks on. 


By Stu Saks 


INGAPORE AIRLINES FLIGHT 203 was completely booked when Gary Hart 

arrived at Kennedy Airport on this ice-cold January day in 1984. He had 
planned out everything, but never counted on a two-hour drive from mid- 
Manhattan, thanks to a cab driver who thought he had a sucker in the back seat 
and took the little-known Staten Island route to JFK. 


| Suddenly, Hart had a problem. Just minutes earlier, his ticket was sold to a 
standby passenger. And the 54”, 120-pound brunette behind the check-in 
counter proved to be a lot tougher than than 240-pound cabbie who received a 
forearm smash after requesting a $115 fare. 
re “Tm sorry, Mr. Hart,” she said, “but the flight was completely booked. We 
7 paged you several times and you didn’t answer.” (Continued on page 52) 


There’s only one Hulk Hogan and there’s never been anybody 
like him. But why? There must be a reason why some of the 
greatest stars in the sport aren’t as well-known as the ‘‘Hulkster.”’ 


Let’s investigate 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


FEW FACTS before we analyze 
the Hulk Hogan phenomenon 
and try to figure out why Hogan is 
the hottest thing ever to hit wrestling: 
More people have seen Sylvester 
Stallone’s Rambo, Part Il: First Blood 
than Ingmar Bergman’s’ Wild 
Strawberries. 

More young people in the U.S. 
have heard of Guns n’ Roses than of 
Peter Tchaikovsky. 

More people read Danielle Steele 
novels than Jack London novels. 

Hee Haw is still hot on TV. The 
Paper Chase must be content with 
drawing a select audience on cable 
TV 


Now, with these thoughts in mind, 
we can better swallow this basic fact: 
WWF World champion Hulk Hogan is 
better known and more popular 
around the world than NWA World 
champion Ric Flair. 

Truth is stranger than fiction. Reali- 
ty rarely makes sense. One hundred 
years from now, people will still be 
watching Wild Strawberries, listening 
to Tchaikovsky’s ‘‘Pathetique,’’ and 
reading The Call of the Wild. Rambo, 
Guns n’ Roses, and Wanderlust will 
be hilarious, though most likely for- 
gotten, footnotes to the history of arts 
and literature. 

Outstanding wrestlers will be com- 
pared to Ric Flair. 

So, there we have it: the answer to 
our headline question about Hulk Ho- 
gan: What sets him apart? It’s sim- 
ple. Hogan is a phenomenon. He’s 
the latest rage. He appeals to the 
lowest common denominator. There’s 
nothing special about him. It’s just 
that he’s so unspecial. He appeals to 
what people want: He’s big and 
flashy, but simple and uncomplicated. 

Okay, that’s it. But, of course, you 
spent $2.75 for this magazine under 
the impression that you were going to 
receive a full-length story about Ho- 
gan—that’s about 1,500 words. 

But, hey, if you’re willing to accept 
Hee Haw, Guns n’ Roses, and 


a 


These leaming disabled kids in New York would tell you what makes Hulk Hogan so special. His 
popularity has been built on his success in the ring, but there’s more to it than that. 


Danielle Steele, you probably won’t 
put up much of a complaint some 
1,200 words from now. 

Rick Rude heard a cheer once. 
Three years ago while in the World 
Class area, Rude almost hit manager 
Percy Pringle. The crowd was so 
filled with glee at the thought of 
Pringle getting socked that it actually 
urged on the hated Rude. But Rude 
stopped short of hitting Pringle and 
the boos returned. 

The next time Rude is cheered by 
wrestling fans will be when he’s low- 
ered into the ground six feet under 
while Brother Love presides over the 
festivities. 

The thing is, Rude has always 
been flashy. He’s never hid his love 
for glitz, with his colorful outerwear 
and highly suggestive trunks. In fact, 
in a world where style counts for 
much more than substance, Rude 
would be the perfect idol. He’s never 
been a great wrestler, but he has 
held important titles in several major 
federations. He kisses women and 
lets the world know how great he 
thinks he is. 

But he’s rarely been popular, and 
even in his unpopularity can’t draw 
the boos that Andre the Giant and 
Randy Savage can. 

In wrestling, it’s important to be ex- 
tremely popular, like Hogan, or ex- 
tremely unpopular, like Andre. Per- 


haps Rude’s not big and menacing 
enough. Perhaps it’s because he’s 
never held a singles world title. Per- 
haps he just tries too hard to make 
people hate him. 

Whatever the answer, Rude would 
like to be the opposite of Hogan. But 
he can’t be. 

“Ric Flair is the greatest wrestler 
alive,” said Rick Steamboat, who 
should know. Steamboat, of course, 
has wrestled Flair many times. He’s 
also wrestled—and defeated—Randy 
Savage and watched Hulk Hogan up 
close. To him, there’s no comparison 
between the NWA and WWF World 
champions. 

“Flair is complete,” Steamboat 
said. ‘‘There’s just nothing he can’t 
do. If he has to brawl, he brawls. If it 
comes down to exchanging moves, 
he can do that, too. He even has a 
little martial arts knowledge. He can 
go the distance, wrestle in pain, 
come from behind, and he does it all 
well. There’s just nobody like him.” 

He’s been a savage rulebreaker at 
times in his career, but Flair has al- 
ways displayed the beauty of pro 
wrestling, the sport at its best. Hulk 
Hogan’s version of wrestling is noth- 
ing close to what is seen at the ama- 
teur ranks. Flair took amateur wres- 
tling and redesigned it to fit the 
professional rings. He is the wrestler 
as an artist. 
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And yet, ask the average man 
walking down the street to name a 
wrestler and he’ll say Bruno Sammar- 
tino or Hulk Hogan. Rarely—and only 
in certain parts of the country—will 
he say Ric Flair. 

“Why?” Steamboat said. ‘| don’t 
know. There’s no accounting for 
tastes in this world. Heck, just recent- 
ly when | was in the NWA, a lot of 
fans booed me. | don’t know what | 
did wrong, but | was hearing boos. It 
made no sense to me, it made no 
sense to my wife Bonnie and our 
friends, but it was happening.” 

Perhaps Flair is just too good to be 
as popular as Hogan. Maybe he’s too 
much like Jack London to compete 
with Danielle Steele. 

Lex Luger. Now here’s a guy who 
should be as popular as Hogan. He’s 
big, Hogan’s big. He brawls, Hogan 
brawls. He’s blond, Hogan’s blond. 
He’s muscular, Hogan’s muscular. 
He rarely wrestles scientifically, Ho- 
gan never wrestles scientifically. 

Maybe that’s the problem. Maybe 
Luger should never wrestle scientifi- 
Cally. Maybe he’s too well-rounded 
for the general public to grasp. 

“First of all, Luger has changed his 
public image too many times,” said 
Joe Starr, a Hollywood publicity 
agent. ‘During his first year alone, he 
changed back and forth between 
rulebreaker and fan favorite several 
times. Then, when he came to the 
NWA, he was a rulebreaker. Then he 
was a fan favorite. Now he’s a rule- 
breaker again, although he still has 
fans. It’s too confusing for a country 
that still can’t grasp the difference be- 
tween Coke and Coca-Cola Classic.” 

In other words, Hogan has suc- 
ceeded by keeping things simple. 

“Exactly,” Starr continued. ‘Peo- 
ple know what to expect from Hogan. 
He keeps delivering the same mes- 
sage over and over again and he 
deals with opponents the same way 
every time. There’s no surprise. Look 
at Sylvester Stallone. He basically 
keeps on making the same movie 
over and over again. Sometimes it’s 
boxing, sometimes it’s unions, some- 
times it’s Vietnam, but it’s always the 
same message.” 

Luger has never changed his style, 
but he often changes his message. 
One day he’s wrestling for the fans. 
The next day, he doesn’t care about 
the fans. One day he’s using only his 
bare hands to beat opponents. The 
next day, he uses chairs and foreign 
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NWA World champion Ric Flair chinlocks Rick Steiner. Flair’s recent tum away from rulebreaking may 
help him become as popular as Hogan, but many people will have difficulty forgetting Flair’s involvement 
with the darker side of the sport. 


BRUNO & HOGAN: SET APART BY TIME 


There isn’t a man currently in wrestling that can match Hulk Hogan’s 
popularity. But not too long ago, two-time WWF World champion Bruno 
Sammartino came very close. 

Sammartino, known as “The Living Legend,” held the title from 1963 to 
’71 and from 1973 to ’77. He was immensely popular, particularly with 
Italian-Americans in the northeast, and regularly drew huge crowds to Madi- 
son Square Garden and Boston Garden. He is the only wrestler to ever 
appear on the TV show Greatest Sports Legends and is still a well-known 
sports figure. 

But how would Sammartino match up against Hogan today? Given the 
same opportunity that Hogan has, probably very well. 

“Sammartino was a very charismatic figure,” Starr said, ‘and he was 
very close to his fans, just like Hogan. The thing is, Sammartino was more 
like the ordinary man and that brought him even closer to people. In a head- 
to-head situation under similar conditions, Sammartino would draw as well 
as Hogan.” 

A historical note: Two years ago, Hogan and Sammartino teamed in the 
Baltimore Arena. The event was a complete sellout. 

—Dave Rosenbaum 
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Lex Luger elbowsmashes Rick Steamboat. Luge: 


see 


ni 


The Ultimate Warrior displays his enormous power with a press of Gary Royal. The Warrior is gaining 
fans every day, but he might be too muscular for the fans to relate to. 


r’s magnificent physique puts him in a class with Hogan 
though he doesn’t share Hogan’s love for the fans. 


objects. 

The public knows what Hulkama- 
nia is all about. The same can’t be 
said about Luger-whatever. 

The Ultimate Warrior. There’s an- 
other one. He’s amazingly muscular. 
His face paint is in vogue. He kicks 
and punches as well as the next guy. 
His scientific repertoire isn’t quite as 
extensive as Hogan’s. The fans go 
wild when he comes into the ring. 

And yet, he’s not nearly as popular 
as the big man. 

This one, however, is easily ex- 
plained. First of all, many women find 
the Warrior’s extensive muscular de- 
velopment to be disgusting. “‘It’s like 
looking at one of those photographs 
in an anatomy book,” said a young 
woman sitting at ringside for a recent 
Detroit card. “You can see all of his 
veins and muscles. It’s just too 
much.” 

So, we’re given another clue to 
Hogan’s popularity: the proper 
amount of muscular development. 

There’s another problem with the 
Warrior: He’s too animalistic. He 
doesn’t talk, he grunts. He’s always 
out of breath. He likes the fans but 
doesn’t pose for them. He’s just too 
different. 

“People like their heroes to be su- 
perhuman versions of themselves,” 
psychologist Sidney M. Basil said. 
“The Ultimate Warrior is much too 
unusual. Fans can’t identify with 
him.” 

Then there’s Dusty Rhodes. 

Just kidding. 

That’s all. Of course, this is a 
question we really don’t have to an- 
swer. Most of you know what sets 
Hogan apart. You know why you like 
him more than Flair, Luger, Warrior, 
and Rude, or why you like him less. 
Maybe we’re better off leaving this 
phenomenon alone. After all, there 
doesn’t have to be an explanation for 
everything. 

We analyze and overanalyze. We 
use logic to explain situations where 
logic doesn’t apply. There’s never 
been anything like Hulkamania. He is 
apart from all the rest, a unique indi- 
vidual unlike any the sport has ever 
seen. 

So you can go on watching Hee 
Haw, reading Danielle Steele, listen- 
ing to Guns n’ Roses, and rooting for 
Hulk Hogan. 

We won't ask anymore questions.1] 


Wrestling 89 / 39 


Exclusive Coverage: 


CHRIS VON ERICH 


TRAINS FOR HIS 


PRO DEBUT 


After years of intense training, it looks like the promise of 
Chris Von Erich is about to come to full blossom. Four years 
ago, Chris vowed he would become a professional wrestler— 
and with his brother, Kerry, guiding him, it looks like the Von 
Erich legend may have only just begun! 


By Bob Smith 


“TI wanna be world champion. I’m 
pretty sure I will be, ‘cause I’m gonna 
work hard. I’m just gonna keep train- 
ing and training until I get big enough, 
and then I’m gonna be world champi- 
on if I can.” 

—Chris Von Erich in Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, August 1985 


T HAS BEEN A long time coming, 

so many assumed this was a project 
that had been permanently shelved. 
More than four years ago in the pages 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 15-year-old 
Chris Von Erich, the youngest of the 
Von Erich brothers, announced that he 
intended to become a _ professional 
wrestler (“‘The Von Erich Dynasty: The 
Kid Who Will Lead Them Into The 
2lst Century”). 

It seemed logical since at that point 
Kerry, Kevin, and Mike Von Erich 
were three of the most popular and 
successful wrestlers in the world. But 
then people got a glimpse of Chris 
and assumed all the publicity was 
pure hype. At 53” and 140 pounds, 
his look certainly didn’t mesh well 
with the ultra-fit images of his older 
brothers. Chris was clearly over- 
weight. He was short. He certainly 
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didn’t look much like he had the po- 
tential to be a wrestler. 

But he was also a Von Erich. And 
that means he was born to overcome 
odds. 

“Of all my achievements in wres- 
tling, I think this is the one that will 
make me the proudest,” said Kerry 
Von Erich, who’s been busy training 
Chris for his professional debut, tenta- 
tively scheduled to take place this fall. 
“Just four years ago, just about every- 
body I knew—even friends—said that 
Chris would never make it into this 
sport. He just wasn’t big or tall 
enough, they all said. Well, look at the 
guy now! He’s 19, he’s just about 
ready, and man, is he hungry. I really 
think he’s going to take this game by 
storm.” 

Chris made occasional appearances 
during World Class cards at The 
Sportatorium three years ago, but the 
fans who saw him them would never 
have dreamed that the roly-poly boy 
with the cherubic face would ever 
don a pair of wrestling tights. After 
months of grueling workouts, howev- 
er, Chris has lost the baby fat and re- 
placed it with sinew and muscle. But 
more importantly, he’s also gained ma- 
turity and confidence. 

“After that feature was printed in 


PWI, people seemed to immediately 
forget about me,” said Chris. “I heard 
all the stories about how I was too 
small and out-of-shape to make it. But 
only I knew how badly I wanted to 
become a pro wrestler. About two 
years ago, I just decided to block out 
all the negativity I was hearing and get 
down to business. Well, look at me 
now, world! Forget all those photos 
you've seen in the past. This is the 
way I was always destined to look— 
and I’ve molded my body with the 
ring in mind. I just can’t wait to lock 
up with my opponents and show ev- 
erybody just how far I’ve come.” 


THE MOMENT OF TRUTH 

By 1987, Chris’ body still hadn’t be- 
gun developing in the way he had al- 
ways hoped it would. His role model 
has always been Kerry, whose wealth 
of wrestling skills and unparalleled 
physique are considered a standard 
the entire sport looks to. Chris had 
undergone nine years of amateur train- 
ing under the coaching of David Man- 
ning, but it was beginning to look like 
he wouldn't have the size or strength 

to compete in the pro ranks. 
“Chris got a little depressed at 
times,” recalled Kevin Von Enrich, who 
(Continued on page 50) 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


Chris Von Erich 

demonstrates the claw for 

his brother Kerry (top), who trains 

him in the weight room (above and right). 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 


VER SINCE HE won the AWA World championship back in 

February, Larry Zbyszko has baited opponents by referring 
to his title reign as “Larry Land.” It’s an obvious attempt to psych 
out his foes, but little did anyone realize there really is a “Larry 
Land”—his spacious home located in a well-to-do suburb of 
Minneapolis. Photographer Bruce Kreitzman recently received 
an invitation to see how the 17-year veteran lives his out-of-ring 
life. 

“T was surprised,” said Kreitzman after spending an afternoon 
and evening with the titleholder. “Instead of behaving like a 
raving lunatic like he does on his interviews, Zbyszko tried to 
present himself as a gracious host, at least. Some trouble devel- 
oped later, but he really seemed anxious to show there’s a 
different side to his life than just wrestling.” 

“Hey, just because I’m the finest competitor in the most vio- 
lent sport in the world doesn’t mean I can’t enjoy a more sedate 
side, too,” said the man who refers to himself as the “Living 
Legend.” “In the ring, I have to conduct myself in an explosive 
manner just to be able to survive. Now that I’m the AWA 
champion, I’m entitled to the finer things in life.” 

When Kreitzman arrived at the Zbyszko mansion, he was not 
allowed inside right away. Instead, Zbyszko insisted that the pair 
first shoot nine holes of golf on his private course. Kreitzman 
noticed that the wrestler’s scorecard seemed quite a bit lower 
than the game he was actually playing, but he decided to humor 


his host and continue on with the contest. After the adventure on 
the links, Zbyszko showed off what he called “my second most 
prized possession”—his private airplane, which he uses to travel 
from city to city on title defenses. 

Once inside, Zbyszko proved he is a voracious reader of every- 
thing from John Jakes bestsellers to vintage wrestling magazines, 
his favorite ones detailing his infamous attack on Bruno Sammar- 
tino back in 1980. He also displayed an impressive collection of 
wrestling outfits, as well as his spit-shined AWA World title belt 
and his Westem States belt, which was retired when he left the 
NWA early this year. 

After the tour of his home, Zbyszko prepared a gourmet dinner 
of steak and shrimp before he and Kreitzman settled down for 
what the photographer believed would be a relaxed game of 
Electronic Battleship, the popular board game. 

“I made the mistake of accusing Zbyszko of cheating,” lament- 
ed Kreitzman. “Suddenly, he became the same guy I had 
watched on TV for the past nine years. He called me every name 
in the book, claimed that the Gagnes had sent me to his home to 
spy on him, then threw me out the door.” 

“Just another jealous spudhead,” Zbyszko complained by phone 
to Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks. “The fool was lucky enough to get a 
glimpse at how true American royalty lives, and then he had the 
nerve to insult me. Idiot. He’s just like all the fans out here te 
doesn’t know true class when he sees it!” 


Although he’s wi6ad to be the AWA World champion, Larry Zbyszko still keeps the Western States title belt he won in 
the NWA. Though the title doesn’t exist anymore, Zbyszko keeps the belt as a memento. 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


The self-proclaimed ‘Living Legend” 
makes sure every hair is in place (left). 
Zbyszko irons his ring robe (below) and 
takes special care of his boots (right). 
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Zbyszko practices his golf swing (left), ponders his next move in 
Battleship (above), and cooks a shrimp dinner (right). 


Wrestling 89 / 43 


Road Warrior Hawk presses Tully Blanchard high 
overhead. The Warriors have built their careers 

around a mastery of power wrestling, where Blan- 

chard and Am Anderson have achieved success 

by concentrating on science. The debate contin- a 
ues over which approach is more effective. 


YOU DECIDE 


WHAT IS MORE EFFECTIVE— 
POWER OR SCIENCE? 


F ALL THE trends that 

have hit this sport over 
the course of the past de- 
cade, the predominance of 
sheer power has been the i 
most notable. It seems as if 
wrestlers are getting bigger 
and stronger with each pass- 
ing day. 

Hulk Hogan, a 302-pound 
behemoth, has dominated 
the WWF since 1984. The 
Road Warriors, who com- 
bine for 567 pounds of sheer 
brutality, have ruled over “4 
the tag team scene since . 
their debuts six years ago. © 
And other exceptionally ° 
powerful men like Lex 
Luger, The Ultimate Warrior, 
Zeus, and Larry Cameron have grabbed a great deal of 
headlines during this year. 

One would expect that scientific skills would be on the 
wane because of this move toward size and strength, but 
it has been proven that wrestlers who employ a more 
technical style can still succeed. 

Rick Steamboat, one of the most gifted pure wrestlers 
in modem history, captured the NWA World champion- 
ship from Ric Flair in February and held it for three 
months. Flair, a former rulebreaker, has switched to a 
more technical scientific style since regaining the belt. 
And other purely scientific wrestlers like Jeff Jarrett and 
Chris Benoit have become major stars. 

Which style of wrestling is more effective? Can wres- 
tlers succeed by simply building their bodies into moun- 
tains of muscle and then steamrolling over their oppo- 
nents? Or is the time-tested method of learning holds, 
techniques, and maneuvers the superior way to win 
matches? 

Consider the pros and cons of the issue and use the 
ballot on page 59 to register your opinion. Your com- 
ments are welcome, and the results will be published in 
the Spring 1990 edition of Wrestling 90. 


= 


POWER IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN SCIENCE 
®Dominance. In years past, wrestlers would methodi- 
cally wear down an area of their opponent’s body in an 
attempt to gain a submission or pinfall. By using power, 
this old-fashioned way of attempting to win matches is 


Lex attempts to pin Ric Flair by applying tremendous pressure to 
the lower back. Luger uses his strength to great advantage. 


eliminated. Today’s wres- 
tlers can use their massive 
physiques and _ incredible 
strength to score victories 
that are faster and more con- 
vincing than could be ob- 
tained by using holds and 
technical maneuvers. Such 
dominance tends to open 
the eyes of promoters and 
fans and quickly propel a 
wrestler into main events. 

®Trend. When a wrestler 
as clear-living as Rick 
Steamboat can be booed 
and a man as nuthless as Sid 
Vicious can be cheered, it’s 
a clear sign of the times. 
More and more fans are for- 
getting about fair play and 
are cheering the wrestlers who look as if they should be 
on the cover of bodybuilding magazines. Even though 
they are essentially rulebreakers, men like Vicious and 
The Road Warriors have used the cheers of the fans to 
propel them to victory. 

® Mental advantage. The feeling of knowing you can 
crush another man with your bare hands provides a feel- 
ing of self-esteem for some men that is far more impor- 
tant than any knowledge of wrestling holds could be. 
Wrestlers such as Ultimate Warrior, The Warlord, and 
Scott Norton rarely apply any wrestling techniques more 
advanced than a bearhug, but knowing that they are 
some of strongest physical specimens alive and knowing 
that their opponents realize it is a serious plus. 


SCIENCE IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN POWER 
®Tradition. The word on the marquee is wrestling, 
and in the history of the sport, well-schooled smaller men 
have traditionally been able to defeat larger, more pow- 
erful opponents. While competitors like Steamboat, Flair, 
and Mil Mascaras lack overwhelming size, they are carry- 
ing on in the scientific tradition laid down by earlier 
greats of the game such as Frank Gotch, Lou Thesz, and 
Buddy Rogers. 
© Versatility. A power wrestler can only be effective 
when he is a position to utilize his limited power reper- 
toire. Bring him down to the mat and put him on his 
back, and he could be in trouble. A wrestler who under- 
(Continued on page 59) 
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HERE’S 
PROOF! 


After 5 years on the market, the 
Cybergenics™ Total Body Building 
System has clearly proven itself as 
the most powerful muscle-building 
product ever seen in the history of 
science and sport. 


It has been proven in actual use by 
hundreds of thousands of athletes 
who have experienced unprece- 
dented gains in muscular mass and 
strength with significant reductions 
in bodyfat. 


More world-class bodybuilders, foot- 
ball players, wrestlers and Olympic 
athletes use Cybergenics than any 
other performance supplement in 
the world. 


The CYBERGENICS TOTAL 
BODY BUILDING SYSTEM 


@ Seven synergically engineered 
potent anabolic formulas including, 
six separate nutritional isolates 
and sub-lingual Isotesto-12 factor. 


® Our revolutionary 72 page training 
manual which incorporates all of 
the Cybergenics principles includ- 
ing: The Zero Effort Principle, 
Phenotypic Maximization 
Somatotyping, and Mitotic 
Cellular Flushing. 


@ Our telephone hotline providing . 
customer support to athletes un- BEFORE 
dergoing the program. Actual photos from Cybergenics customers 
All photos taken 8 weeks apart. 


BEFORE 


@ Years of experience through 
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FOR IMMEDIATE Please Rush Me The Following: 
SERVICE CALL U 60 DAY KIT $139.95 Name 


: ADDRESS : ee 
1-800-635-8970 
: CITY 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY STATE IP 


THIS LINE IS AN ORDER TAKING ; (] Check [) MO enclosed 


LINE ONLY. NO INQUIRIES OVHS O BETA Cc VISA 
IN CANADA CALL L&S RESEARCH CORPORATION — 
1-201-477-4860 35 Beaverson Blvd., Bldg. 8, Suite A, yee 
Bricktown, New Jersey 08723 Signature 


1) MC No. 


SCOTTY 
THE BODY 


Facts & Figures 

Age: 24 

Height: 5'11” 

Weight: 235 

Hometown: Tampa, Florida 


Biggest Match: July 8, 1989; 
teamed With Top Gun to win,the 
PNW tag belts from Steve Dal 
and Scott Peterson 


Immediate Goal: ‘‘To rid 
Pacific Northwest of The 
Southern Rockers once 
and for all’’ 


Long-Range Goal: ‘‘To become 
! t wrestler to appear on the 
cover of GQ magazine” 


BEST BET 
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June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Biassie. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


BACK ISSUES ) y EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
lendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 


GIANT FULL COLOR PINUP OF RONNIE CARVIN bow" De 
ee eee s RE CAE eos 
ea ESS 
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Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Sa , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: Jolin 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bul , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash, Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. And in, UWF Tourny, Al 
bano, Cornette, amite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. dre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 


APRIL 1985 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 
— Meche enh PINUP: Barry Wind- 
am. Dusty » Slaughter, jan, 
Von Erich, T.A. = ~ 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. bit m= Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 
September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 
October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


City 
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Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 


Sent | 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex , Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, lron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 


July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er. , Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers. 

June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. in vs. Savage, War- 
tiors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 

July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
er. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


ONE HOUR OF GREATNESS 


T HAS BEEN said that the toughest title defense of 

Terry Funk’s 14 months as NWA World champion was 
this brutal, best-of-three falls match against a game Jerry 
Lawler in August 1976 at Memphis’ Mid-South Coliseum. 
Those who were fortunate enough to be in attendance 
that night would agree that this match would be awfully 
hard to top—and even Funk agrees. 

“T had to give Lawler all the credit in the world,” said 
Funk recently when asked about this match. “When I 
came into Memphis, I really expected to take two 
straight falls from the guy and get out of town quick. 
After all, the guy had just entered the NWA top 10 at that 
point in his career. Damn, did he teach me a lesson 
about taking wins for granted! I was lucky to get out of 
Tennessee in one piece.” 

Clearly the underdog, Lawler was at the top of his form 
for this bout. Although he lost the first fall because of 
Funk’s classic spinning toehold, he rallied back to take 
the second in convincing scientific fashion. 

Next came one of the hardest struggles in NWA an- 
nals. For more than 20 minutes, Funk and Lawler gave 


everything they had. Neither man decided to break the 
rules, which came as a surprise since Funk had been 
classed as one of the most sadistic rulebreakers of the 
era. 

“T still consider this one of the greatest matches I ever 
competed in,” says Lawler now, 13 years after the bout. 
“Even though I didn’t win, it felt very good to give a 
World champion like Funk such a struggle for his title 
like I did. Coming into the match, I knew that he was 
confident of beating me—maybe too confident. I knew I 
needed to prove to the world and to myself that I was 
worthy of the title match I had received. After it was 
over, I realized that I had become as qualified as any 
contender could ever be.” 

Today, Lawler and Funk remain two of the toughest 
veterans in the sport. “The King” reigns as the USWA 
champion, while Funk is holding on as the number-one 
contender to the NWA World title now owned by Ric 
Flair. One can only wonder, if their paths were to cross 
again, whether they could duplicate the greatness they 
displayed on this hot summer night in Memphis. O 
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Chris Von Erich 


(Continued from page 40) 


Kerry has been teaching his brother a wide variety of maneuvers over the past two years. He believes 
this will give Chris an added edge when he gets in the ring. 


Chris: practices his dropkick. under Kerry’s watchful eye. As Chris’ size and strength increase, he 


ed 


becomes more confident that he’ll succeed, especially with Kerry and Kevin in his comer. 


tried to help his brother’s cause in any 
way he could. “We all tried to tell him 
that wrestling wasn’t the only thing in 
life, though. The kid was doing real 
well in high school, and he had sever- 
al top colleges offering him scholar- 
ships. It would’ve been enough to 
make most people happy, but Chns 
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didn’t even want to hear about it. All 
he cared about was making it into 
wrestling, and he was upset that all the 
things he said in that PWI article 
looked like they weren’t ever going to 
come tue.” 

Finally, in August 1987, an incident 
took place at Dallas’ Sportatorium that 


would change Chris’ life forever. Chris 
was watching the wrestling action 
from near the dressing room as Kevin 
had just completed a victorious match 
against a preliminary opponent. After 
the final bell sounded, Kevin was bru- 
tally attacked in the ring by Brian 
Adias. 

“It was one of the most hormifying 
incidents I had ever seen,” recalled 
Chris. “There was Adias, a man who 
had been a friend of our family, jam- 
ming his ‘Asiatic spike’ taped thumb 
into my brother’s throat trying to rup- 
ture his esophagus. When I saw Brian 
trying to hurt Kevin, all I wanted to do 
was mun in the ring and help my broth- 
er. But it was at that point that I real- 
ized there wasn’t a damn thing I could 
do for him. All I could do was watch.” 

After Kerry and a host of wrestlers 
ran to the ring to break up the un- 

sheduled melee, Chris rushed to the 
ocker room to check the condition of 
Kevin. Although his brother was not 
seriously injured, Chris vowed to nev- 
er let anything like that happen again. 
He immediately seeked out Kerry and, 
with tears in his eyes, barely managed 
to blurt out his request. 

“Please, let’s spend more time to- 
gether training,” Chris begged Kerry. 
“T know I’m not big enough or strong 
enough to make it right now, but I 
never want to see anyone attack one 
of my brothers like that again. With a 
guy like you to lead me, there’s no 
way I can fail. Show me what to do. I 
promise I won't let anything stand in 
my way ever again.” 

“Right there, I knew Chris was seri- 
ous—deadly serious,” Kerry recalled. 
“It was going to mean a complete 
change of lifestyle for the kid. No 
more candy and soda. No more par- 
ties and movies. Being a wrestler is a 
24-hour-a-day-occupation, and at that 
stage in his development I knew it 
would take two more years of serious 
training to get the job done. I told him 
that, and the look in his eyes said it all. 
I knew he was ready to begin his new 
life in earnest.” 


THE TRAINING 

Since early in 1988, Kerry and Chris 
have gone through a daily regimen of 
training and exercise that has in- 
creased steadily with each passing 
week. In recent months, the brothers 
have spent about four hours per day 
together at Kerry’s private gym in 
Denton, Texas. The improvements in 


Chris’ musculature become more ap- 
parent every day. 

“Every member of the family has 
been aiding Chris’ development,” said 
Kerry with pride. “My father, Fritz, has 
been in from time to time showing 
him holds, specializing in the claw and 
a whole series of arm and leglocks. 
Kevin has been teaching him the 
proper form for aerial maneuvers and 
dropkicks. Even my mother has been 
preparing high-protein, low-fat meals 
for him. As for myself, I’ve been show- 
ing him ways to build up his strength 
and endurance. I’ve never had a more 
dedicated pupil than this guy. It just 
fills me with inspiration to see him 
work so hard.” 

Another important factor in the train- 
ing has been basic karate, which is 
vital in today’s sport, according to the 
former World Class champion. 

“More and more guys are learning 
karate, ju-jitsu, and kung-fu before be- 
coming wrestlers,” said Kerry, ‘so it’s 
important that he get a good knowl- 
edge of these fighting tactics. But I 
think it’s important for another reason, 
too. Even after the way he’s built his 
body up, it’s become apparent to just 
about everybody that Chris is never 
going to be the biggest man in the 
sport. He’s going to have to take ad- 
vantage of his natural speed and agil- 
ity to fend off the offense of his larger 
opponents. He’s also going to have to 
keep increasing his body mass 
gradually.” 

To that end, Chris has been spend- 
ing a large amout of time lifting free 
weights and working out on Nautilus 
and Universal weight machines. 

“Over the course of the past year, I 
think I’ve nearly tripled my strength,” 
said Chris with pride. “It wasn’t all that 
long ago when I couldn’t bench press 
more than 100 pounds. Now, I can do 
repetitions of 150 pounds, and I’ve 
even gotten as high as 350 pounds at 
times. Obviously, I could never lift as 
much weight as Kerry, but I’m getting 
there slowly. Who knows—maybe 
someday I might even pass him!” 

While Chris struggles to gain bulk, 
Kerry has also been active teaching 
his brother every hold in his reper- 
toire. It's an advantage that Kerry be- 
lieves will set Chris apart from other 
young wrestlers. 

“Most rookies don’t have a thorough 
knowledge of holds and maneuvers 
these days,” insisted Kerry. “This is 
where Chris is really going to shine. 
Already stored in his head is a deep- 
rooted sense of what holds will work 
best in a given situation. We've gone 


through a number of simulated match- 


es, and he’s been able to counter just’ 


about every hold I’ve put him into. In 
that regard, the guy’s a natural.” 

“T just love getting on the mat and 
showing off everything I’ve learned,” 
said Chris after working out with Kerry 
in a rigorous two-hour sparring ses- 
sion. “It’s taken me a long time to get 
everything together, but over the last 
few months, everything has been tak- 
ing shape just wonderfully. I'm about 
ready to make my debut, so the time 
for talk will soon be over. Then I can 
prove all of this hard work hasn’t been 
in vain.” 


THE OUTLOOK 

After several months of accelerated 
training, Kerry Von Erich believes that 
Chris will not only be able to become 
a professional wrestler, but a champi- 
onship-caliber one as well. He is glad 
that Chris has put a high priority on his 
training, since his body weight still 
had not passed the 210-pound mark. 

“Hey, just because he’s on the 
smallish size doesn’t mean Chris can’t 
be a great wrestler,” said Kerry. “Look 
at guys like Bill Dundee, Shaun Simp- 
son, and Ranger Ross, for example. 
None of those guys are really big 
men, but they’ve all been able to 
forge excellent pro careers. Chris has 
more than enough intestinal fortitude 
and desire to overcome any opponent 
they put in front of him. Since his body 
is in such fine shape now, I don’t think 
his lack of overall size will really be all 
that much of a deterrent.” 

The biggest obstacle to Chris’ fledg- 
ling career, however, may not come in 
the form of an opponent, but in the 
Von Enrich legend itself. The prospect 
of living up to the careers of Kerry, 
Kevin, David, and Mike could be 
enough to force Chris to try to take on 
too much responsibility. 

“T hope nobody puts undue pres- 
sure on the kid,” said Kevin. “People 
should just forget about me and Kerry, 
and about David and Mike as well. 
When they see Chris in the ring, he 
should be judged on his own individ- 
ual merits, and not against any of our 
careers. Every man has to make his 
own way, and I think Chris is man 
enough to stand up on his own.” 

The training is about over. The years 
of hard work and perseverance are 
about to pay off. Chris Von Erich will 
soon step through the ropes and be- 
come the sixth member of his family 
to become a wrestler. 

And the Von Erich dynasty may just 
be beginning. Oo 
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Kabuki 


(Continued from page 35) 


“Well, of course I didn’t answer,” Hart 
responded. “I wasn't here! Let me tell 
you something, honey, this trip is of 
intemmational import. Lives are at stake. 
The very future of international rela- 
tions could be changed if I’m not on 
this flight. I don’t care if you have to 
throw me in stowage. I must be on 
this plane and if I'm not, I'll take my 
business elsewhere.” 

With that, Hart proved a saying well- 
known in the airline business: Nothing 
carries more weight than a frequent 
flyers’ card. For two consecutive years, 
Hart had logged more than 100,000 
miles flying to Singapore. That fact 
alone earned him a seat on Flight 203. 
But it’s those 100,000 miles, and the 
purpose of Hart’s trip, that we're con- 
cemed with. 

Singapore, a mountainous island lo- 
cated in the Indian Ocean far south of 
Thailand, is the birthplace and home 
of The Great Kabuki. Kabuki was nev- 
er a great wrestler—his lack of condi- 
tioning always got in the way—but he 
received attention for two reasons: 

®His face was scarred from an inci- 
dent in India in the mid-1970s. Kabuki, 
then known by his real name, Song- 
Song, wrestled Gama Singh in a spe- 
cial Hindu coal match. Kabuki won by 
pinning Singh on the hot coals, but the 
Hindu fans rioted, grabbed Song-Song 
and rubbed his face in the coals, scar- 


rng him for life—physically and 
mentally. 

® He had the unique ability of blow- 
ing a mysterious green fog out of his 
mouth. Nobody ever knew what the 
fog was composed of or how Kabuki 
did this unusual feat, but it was a dan- 
gerous weapon that nearly blinded 
several opponents. 

These days, Kabuki is back in the 
national spotlight for a different reason: 
His son, The Great Muta, has made a 
tremendous impact on the NWA, both 
for his outstanding wrestling and mar- 
tial arts skills and because he inherited 
his father’s gift of blowing green fog 
out of his mouth. 

In 1972, Hart went to Australia and, 
for the first time, saw Kabuki wrestle. 
He was impressed and thought Kabuki 
could make an impact upon American 
wrestling. He was, in fact, the perfect 
vehicle of evil: a young, bitter man 
from a third-world country who hated 
Americans. Several months later, Hart 
flew to Singapore, contract in hand. 

It was then that Hart first met Muta. 
Muta was just a young boy at the time, 
but had already been trained for sev- 
eral years by Chan Lee, one of the 
greatest martial arts experts of all-time. 
Hart saw Muta working out and was 
amazed that such a small child had 
such highly developed skills. Then, 
something amazing happened: The 


“MUTA MAKES HIS FATHER LOOK LIKE AN OLD MAN” 


Back in 1982, more than a year after his NWA World title reign came to an 
end, Tommy Rich walked into a nightmare: He entered the ring to wrestle The 


Great Kabuki. 


Seven years later, Rich might have thought he was reliving the same night- 
mare when he looked across the ring and saw The Great Muta staring him in 
the face. But it wasn’t the same nightmare. It was worse. 


Kabuki vs, Tommy Rich 


“You just can’t compare Kabuki and Muta,” Rich 
said. “Muta makes his father look like an old man, 
which I guess he is by this point. It’s almost as if 
they took the Kabuki mold and removed all the 
imperfections. Muta is one of the most talented and 
dangerous men I’ve ever faced,” 

Kabuki was always criticized for being in poor 
condition; Muta has a solid, muscular body that’s 
perfect for his martial arts and aerial maneuvers. But 
there are tremendous similarities between father and 


son. 

“Muta does everything Kabuki tried to do,” Rich 
explains. “I guess Kabuki had this great knowledge but really couldn't exe- 
cute it perfectly, but he was able to teach it to his son. You see that a lot, that 
sons are more talented than their fathers at certain things.” 

And there’s one more similarity. 

Said Rich, smiling, “They both have the worst breath.” 


ee 


boy, like his father, exhaled green fog. 

Hart was thrilled, Here was a boy 
who, in 15 years, could change the 
face of American wrestling. He could 
take on the best wrestlers the U.S. had 
to offer and blow by them one by one. 
At that point, Hart’s business acumen, 
as well as the American instinct to col- 
onize the disadvantaged, took over. 

The original contract offered to Ka- 
buki was much in Hart's favor, but 
Kabuki intended to sign it anyway. 
Suddenly, however, Hart pulled the 
contract off the table. 

Less than 15 months ago on his 
death bed, Chan Lee recounted the 
ensuing conversation to a Japanese 
reporter. 

“Hart say, ‘If you want to wrestle 
and get rich in America, I get boy, 
too,” Chan Lee recalled, “Kabuki 
was incensed, but he knew that Hart 
was only way he could come to Amer- 
ica and fight Americans. It is what he 
wanted to do most, and there was 
great money, more than he could ever 
make wrestling in Asia. I had never 
seen this happen before, but Kabuki 
broke down in tears. He grab his son 
and hug him, then he sign contract.” 

In reality, Chan Lee was melodra- 
Matic in his account of the incident. 
Kabuki had overreacted. Hart merely 
demanded the rights to Muta's con- 
tract in 1982, upon which time Muta 
would retum to Tokyo (Muta’s birth- 
place) and undergo final training. 
Meanwhile, Kabuki would wrestle in 
the United States and Hart would en- 
sure that Muta was always taken care 
of and taught by the finest teachers. 

The plan was followed exactly, but 
in mid-1984, Hart received an emer- 
gency message from Singapore: Kabu- 
ki, who had returned home for a brief 
respite, refused to retum to the US. 
and said he would manage Muta. 

“That was very evil time,” Kabuki 
recently said through an interpreter. “I 
did not mind that Gary Hart was inter- 
ested in my son, but I did not like that 
he pressured me and made me sell 
him. I thought about it for many years 
and finally decided that when I went 
back home on vacation, I was not go- 
ing to let Hart have my son.” 

Hart, however, gave Kabuki no 
choice when he arrived in Singapore: 
Either retum to the U.S., wrestle, and 
put Muta back in Hart’s hands or nev- 
er wrestle anywhere again. Kabuki 
and Muta would be blacklisted for life. 

“When I signed that contract in 
1972, I signed away my life and my 

(Continued on page 54) 
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son’s life,” said Kabuki, who rarely dis- 
cusses his son. “I have made many 
mistakes in my life, but that was the 
saddest.” 

On that afternoon in 1984, the devi- 
ous Gary Hart shone through more 
than ever. Far away in Tokyo, The 
Great Muta was unaware that impor- 
tant decisions regarding his life were 
being made. And The Great Kabuk, 
who realized too late that he had no 
right to sell his son’s life, was paying 
the price for ignorance and bitterness. 
The next evening, when Hart flew 
back to the United States, Kabuki oc- 
cupied the accompanying seat. 

There are many ways to sum up the 
following five years. We'll be simple. 
On October 5, 1984, Muta made his 
pro debut and defeated Massa Chono. 
Hart, however, decided to entrust 
Muta to several other managers during 
his developmental stages and subcon- 
tracted Muta’s rights to Kendo Nagasa- 
ki. Wrestling as Super Black Ninja in 
Puerto Rico and Texas, Muta honed 
his skills and gained experience 
against a wide variety of opponents. 

Finally, in 1989, Muta was ready for 
Hart. They arrived in the NWA and 
began a reign of terror that has only 
escalated in recent months. 

It is unfortunate, although inevitable, 
that The Great Kabuki would not flour- 
ish under Hart following the incident 
in 1984. At one point, Kabuki was a 
main-event wrestler in World Class; 
before long, he was relegated to mid- 
dle-of-the-card spots. All along, he was 
a vehicle to deliver Muta, and that’s 
how it remained. 

But there is a sadder side to this 
story, which figures to get even sad- 
der as years pass. The undeniable 
truth is that Kabuki sold his son for 
glory, and although Muta respects his 
father, the parent-son relationship is 
tenuous, at best. Perhaps that is why 
Kabuki has never discussed his son, 
and why Muta talks of Kabuki as if he 
is simply a close acquaintance. 

Hart is also to blame for this. Think- 
ing only of himself, he forced Kabuki 
into making a decision that a man 
shouldn't have to make. He bought 
and sold people as if they were cattle. 
But then again, that is how Hart has 
always operated. He will never 
change. 

And Muta will always be chained to 
Hart. If he chooses to disavow his nile- 
breaking ways, he cannot (unless Hart 
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Kabuki 


(Continued from page 53) 


Muta, in pursuit of Sting, is under Gary Hart's complete control as the result of a contract the wrestler's 
father, The Great Kabuki, signed with the manager many years ago. Wrestling 89 revealed the details of 
the pact after a lengthy investigation. 


does). If he wishes to go to another 
federation, he cannot without Hart’s 
permission. He cannot choose another 
manager. He cannot decide upon his 
career direction. The contract Kabuki 
signed made it clear: Hart has com- 
plete control of The Great Muta. 

And the scars Kabuki carries on his 
face cannot match the deep wounds 
inflicted upon his soul. 

ek 


“Absolutely untrue!” Hart exploded, 
“and I will not be forced into discuss- 
ing the contracts of my men. Kabuki 
begged me to sign his son. This whole 
slave pact thing is a total fabrication. 
Print it and I’ll take you to court! 

“Kabuki was a great talent,” Hart 
continued. “but he was misunderstood 
by promoters. I did every thing I 
could with him. His son is a much 
greater talent, but I did not even know 
about him until last year. I do not need 
to do business in the ways that you 
describe.” 


The evidence is to the contrary. 
There are plane tickets, phone conver- 
sations, eyewitness accounts, and the 
words of Chan Lee. There was the 
look in Muta’s eyes when this story 
was read to him. He shook his head 
but refused to comment verbally. 
When Hart nodded, Muta walked 
away. 

The battle Muta is now fighting 
against Sting could very well bring 
him glory. Muta is a supremely gifted 
wrestler with many dangerous abili- 
ties, the least of which is the green 
fog. Many experts feel that he is the 
most accomplished martial artist in 
the history of wrestling, including his 
father. 

But he has been sold and sacrificed 
by those he loved, and is now in the 
hands of a man who cannot love and 
will only use him. 

Robbed of feeling, Muta is striving 
for prizes that will have no meaning. 
That is the real tragedy of this story. 
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March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 


moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 
May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 


Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 
June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Piper, Rich, Martel. 


July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 


August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 


Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 
October 1981/Stories include; Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 


March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 


Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 


strongs, Valentine, Santana, 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 


Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 


Reed, Albano, Piper. 


duly 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 


August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 


el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 


December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
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February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 


April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 


June 1983/Stories include; Windham, 


Martel, Brody, Andre. 


July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog, 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich, 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack, 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody, 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat, 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolofts. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
tiors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
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dune 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorftf, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T,A. 
duly 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&A 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Maa- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs, Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 


September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include; Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include; Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham, 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
arriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
dune 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include; Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 


SE ey 


JULY 87 
AUG 87 
SEPT 87 
OCT 87 


{| NOV 87 


DEC 87 


| JAN 88 
(> FEB 88 


MAR 88 


JUNE 89 


_ JULY 89 
-) SEPT 89 


OCT 89 
NOV 89 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
T.V. SPORTS ONLY 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ (U.S. FUNDS 


ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Name —, = = _ - 


Address Apt._ 


City = : - 


State = = = SS 
For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every baok issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


ay SF SS er ee pei 


of the fan favorite. It didn’t take long 
for his size, inexplicable speed, and 
personality to make him a favorite of 
promoters and fans alike. But quite a 
different picture was also taking 
shape at this time. Fat, egotistical, 
colorful, combative, perpetually 
hungry, Dusty Rhodes fed the fans a 
little of everything they desired: per- 
sonality, skill, daring, acrobatics, and 
pathos. 

“The fans adopted Dusty the way 
they did those whales that were ice- 
locked in Alaska last year,"’ says one 
NWA veteran, recalling Dusty’s ca- 
reer. “It was an underdog mentality. 
They looked at this pathetic looking 
fat guy who talked funny and felt sor- 
ry for him.” 

There is one problem with that the- 
ory: Underdogs don’t win NWA World 
titles. 

Dusty Rhodes was voted Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated's Wrestler of the 
Year in 1977 and 1978; in 78 and 
°79 Rhodes captured PW/’s Most 
Popular Wrestler award. To these he 
added dozens of community service 
and charity foundation testimonials, 
evidence of his pervasive popularity 
and goodwill. He was the hottest 
property in pro wrestling and was 
about to get even hotter. 

“| admire the sumbitch,”’ said Har- 
ley Race after losing his NWA title to 
Rhodes in 1979, “but | still don’t 
know how in hell he beat me.” 

As NWA champion, Rhodes’ ego 
rivaled his girth in sheer excess. ‘‘He 
became the man,” remembers a 
preliminary wrestler. “The guys who 
weren’t main eventers never had any- 
thing to do with him. He wouldn’t talk 
to us. That common-man image real- 
ly wasn’t true, as far as we were 
concerned.” 

It wouldn’t be the first or last time 
Dusty’s “homespun,” “regular guy” 
image would be under fire. 


How To Succeed In Business 
Without Really Wrestling 


Magnum T. A. Barry Windham. 
Lex Luger. Sting. Nikita Koloff. The 
list of young, promising wrestlers be- 
friended, mentored, and groomed by 
Dusty Rhodes is revealing in its 
length. Practically all of them had 
demonstrated remarkable aptitude for 
the sport before they met Dusty. All 
that separated them from the fame 
they would eventually attain was a 
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Dusty 


(Continued from page 32) 


Dusty handcuffs Big Bossman to the ropes. The 
“Dream" also wrestled Bossman in the NWA. 


helpful push by someone with politi- 
cal clout. For a price—the price of 
friendship—Dusty was willing to sup- 
ply that clout. 

“Il owe my career to Dusty 
Rhodes,” Magnum T.A. has said. 

“Even more so than my father, | 
look at Dusty Rhodes as a role model 
and teacher,” Barry Windham has 
said. 

“Good man, that Dusty. Fine citi- 
zen,” Nikita Koloff has said loud and 
often. 

Like the fans, these men were 
drawn to Dusty’s loud, coarse, and 
colorful personality. They were also 
attracted to his main-event status and 
the instant respect he commanded 
within the NWA. 

“Dusty had a way of getting things 
done,” Magnum T.A. recalls. ‘When 
you're young and first starting out, 
everyone promises you the world. 
Not only do you have to know how to 
wrestle, you must also be a diplomat. 
For a youngster, it can be very intimi- 
dating. Sometimes skill isn’t enough 
to get the title shots. Dusty would 
say, if you could beat so and so, then 
I'll get you a shot at the U.S. title. 
And it would be done, just like that.” 

Eventually, it became embarrass- 
ing. Though Dusty upset Ric Flair for 
his third NWA title in 1986, it was 
generally acknowledged that his skills 
were eroding at the same pace his 


waistline was expanding. Yet, rather 
than gently deferring the spotlight to 
young wrestlers like Sting and Luger, 
Dusty insisted on sharing center 
stage with them. The problem be- 
came one of space: A man Dusty’s 
size absorbs a lot of spotlight. 

“Dusty’s ego is bigger than his 
waistline,” said one NWA star who 
requested anonymity. ‘‘He had this 
compulsion to be involved in every- 
thing. He had to be Mr. Big at. all 
times. He touched our lives at one 
point and we appreciate his help. But 
my job is not to make sure he re- 
mains popular and successful. He 
spent 20 years as The Man. | think 
it's time he moved aside and let the 
others play.” 

Some were not as charitable. “It’s 
a good thing that fat pig left,’ de- 
clared Road Warrior Hawk. “Me and 
Animal were getting plenty tired lis- 
tening to his ‘Daddy’ $%*# all the 
time. If the man can’t exit gracefully, 
then we’d be happy to send him out 
in a bodybag.” 

Perhaps Rhodes sensed the fabric 
of his little world coming apart. Per- 
haps he looked into the future and 
saw the little family he nurtured turn- 
ing on him. When his friend Jim 
Crockett was bought out by the 
monolithic-minded Ted Turner, Dusty 
knew his time had come. 

“Dusty could have had a retire- 
ment party in front of thousands of 
fans, been given a gold watch, and 
become a manager,’’ said one NWA 
Official. “But that’s not his style. He 
felt he wasn’t through.” 

He was right. He wasn’t through 
making an ass of himself. 


Welcome To The Jungle 


Dusty relocated to Florida. About 
800 fans watched him defeat Big 
Steel Man for the PWF champion- 
ship, far too few to feed an ego that 
had, by all accounts, crossed state 
lines. 

“Dusty came back to the dressing 
room with the title belt and threw it 
against the wall,” claimed a PWF 
locker room attendant. “He starts 
yelling that he’s thrown parties with 
more people. Then he gets real quiet, 
sort of contemplative. Then he gets 
up and leaves.” 

One month later, while millions of 
people watched, PizzaMan made his 

(Continued on page 58) 
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1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Mana, Albano 


Februa 
Snuka, 


April 1980/Stories include; Hogan, Rich. 


Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr,, Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne, 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
line, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes 


March 1962/Stories include; Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Siories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich, 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund 
September 1982/Stories include: Atle” 
Piper, Lawler, Brody 

October 1982/Stories include! Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories Include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 


-_------- 


| INSIDE WRESTLING 


April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 
May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 
June 1983/Stories include; Studd, Gar- 
ie Rogers, Orton. 

rtp Ap al bv include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 
April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 
May 1984/Stories include: |ron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 
June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera, 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 
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August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr, 


boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard, 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones, 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham, 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolofts 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
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November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 


Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


gan-Race, R&R Exp,, Rich, Honky Tonk. 


collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler, 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin, 
February 1988/Siories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
thee 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
timate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
July 1988/Stories include; Hogan-Say- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 
bist gs ayer vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men ler 
November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs, Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper, 
January 1989/Stories include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 
March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 
May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 
June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Say- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Flair, 
July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting, 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette 
September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes, 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes, 
November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
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THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 


OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 


offer at the popular low price of only $3.00 each! 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 


These hard-to-find issues cover wrestling in all its facets with in-depth feature stories and exclusive special 
sections. 


O)Annual 1 (Annual/Summer 1981 DAnnual/Fall 1982 Annual/Fall 1983 
OAnnual/February 1980 (JAnnual/Winter 1981 OAnnual/Winter 1982 OAnnual/Winter 1983 
OAnnual/Spring 1980 Annual/Spring 1982 CiAnnual/Spring 1983 CAnnual/Spring 1984 

Annual/Summer 1980 OAnnual/Summer 1982 OAnnual/Summer 1983 OAnnual/Summer 1984 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Still a favorite of fans everywhere, each issue presents fascinating feature stories, special bonus pinups, 
and a book-length special section. 


Clduly 1977 DFall 1980 CSpring 1982 CiWinter 1982 (Summer 1983 
[December 1977 CFall 1981 “Fall 1982 OSpring 1983 
BEST OF THE WRESTLER 


Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in a look back at early issues of the 
sport's longest-running magazine. 


O)Winter 1978 (Fall 1980 (Winter 1981 Winter 1982 
O'Summer 1979 OSpring 1981 (Summer 1982 OSpring 1983 
(Summer 1980 OSummer 1981 (Fall 1982 (Summer 1983 
BEN STRONG WRESTLING 


A ground-breaking title in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are still coveted by collectors the 
world over. 


CiNovember 1973 


YEARBOOKS 
Dynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
wrestling magazine collection. 


(11975 Yearbook #12 (1976 Yearbook #17 (11978 Yearbook Summer (11979 Yearbook December 
(11975 Yearbook #13 (01977 Yearbook Spring = (11978 Yearbook Fall 11979 Yearbook Winter 
(11975 Yearbook #14 (51977 Yearbook Summer [11978 Yearbook Winter 

(11976 Yearbook #15 (11977 Yearbook Fall [51979 Yearbook Spring 

(11976 Yearbook #16 (11979 Yearbook September 

ANNUALS 


Exclusive stories and special features make these annuals some of the most desired magazines by collec- 
tors everywhere. 


(01973 Annual #6 (11975 Annual #14 (41977 Annual Winter 


(1974 Annual #7 (11976 Annual #15 (1978 Annual Spring 
[11974 Annual #8 


(1979 Annual Summer 
(1979 Annual October 
(1980 Annual January 


1976 Annual #16 (11978 Annual Summer 

(1974 Annual #9 (11976 Annual #17 (1978 Annual Fall [1980 Annual Summer 
(01974 Annual #10 [1977 Annual #18 (1978 Annual Winter 

(11977 Annual Summer 111979 Annual Spring 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: —— | 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 $3.00 each 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 ———— 


Please send me the special grab bag issues | have checked. | am enclosing $3.00 U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY for EACH copy | am ordering. |am enclosing$___ U.S. FUNDS 
ONLY as payment in full, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 


In case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 


For fastest delivery, payment should be made by money order; allow an additional two weeks for 
delivery when payment is made by personal check. For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you 
must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat mail and two dollars for every back 
issue ordered for airmail. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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Collectors have been scrambling for these magazines for years—now they 
can be a part of your personal collection in this very special “‘“Grab Bag’”’ 
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(Continued from page 56) 


WWF debut. 

Even by the WWF's bizarre stan- 
dards, Dusty’s “American Dream” 
character is irrational and insulting. In 
creating his cast of characters, Dusty 
has drawn from a gallery of typically 
blue-collar, working-class people and 
brought to them a sense of humor 
laced with cheap sexual innuendo. 


Rhodes battles Akeem, Dusty once hated the 
WWF but is now one of its biggest stars. 


What Dusty, whose cowboy boots are 
rumored to cost several thousand dol- 
lars a pair, has in common with these 
working-class stiffs is hard to figure. 

“His caricatures of hard-working 
Americans is nothing short of offen- 
sive,” says sociologist Ann Farber. 
“Dusty Rhodes has done a disser- 
vice to the thousands of butchers and 
carpenters and sanitation men in the 
country. In place of his worn ethics, 
he has stolen theirs and is using 
them to spread his own fame.” So 
what else is new? 

From the beginning, Dusty Rhodes 
has been a paradox. Fat and fast. 
Stupid and popular. Slow-talking and 
sharp-witted. Friendly and 
backstabbing. What’s saved him 
were his skills, which overcame the 
blubber, the babble, and the splotch. 

“A world champion is always 
right,” Ric Flair is fond of saying. 
With the belt around his waist (and 
let out eight or nine notches), Dusty 
Rhodes piloted his own destiny. He 
commanded respect, his friendship 
was coveted by everyone. 

Today, with each pathetic incarna- 
tion, his reputation diminishes. The 
eyes of history will regard him not as 
a wrestling champion, but as a cham- 
pion buffoon. 

lt couldn’t happen to a more de- 
serving fellow. QO 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 
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Steve Williams, one of the sport’s powerhouses, 


stands the science of the sport can 
maneuver, offensively and defensively, 
from any position. 

© Athleticism. Gym success does 
not necessarily carry over to the wres- 
tling ring. If power were the only req- 
uisite for success, we might as well 
convert Gold’s Gym into a wrestling 
federation. In the gym, it’s man vs. 
barbell; in the ring, it’s man vs. man. If 
you are powerful but not a studied 
athlete, eventually someone is going 
to come along who is big and also a 
studied athlete and you will regret be- 


foils Bobby Fulton’s attempted bodypress. 


HULK HOGAN’S SECOND TITLE 
REIGN WILL EXCEED HIS FIRST 

In the eyes of the fans, at least, there was no question: Hulk Hogan’s second 
WWF World title reign will last longer than his first. A decisive 63 percent of 
the respondents to our “You Decide” poll in the Fall 1989 issue believed that 
Hogan’s current reign will exceed the slightly more than four years he was 
able to carry the belt the first time. Conversely, 37 percent felt that Hogan’s 
second title reign would not come close to the length of his initial one. 

“Tve never seen Hogan look as dominant as he does now,” wrote Sal 
Troiano of Denver. “Ever since he regained the WWF World title at Wrestle- 
Mania V, opponents have tried everything to take the belt from the ‘Hulkster,’ 
but not one of them has even come close to doing it. Nobody's going to beat 
this guy. He’s beginning to look like the greatest wrestler of modem times.” 

Most of those who believed that Hogan’s second reign would be lengthy 
cited factors such as his conditioning, his relatively light title-defense schedule, 
and his tremendous will to win as likely factors for continued success. One 
reader, Jim Layton of Schenectady, New York, had a unique reason for Hogan 
to strive for continued title glory. 

“Let’s face it,” wrote Layton. “The WWF title is where the money is. Would 
he have been the star of a full-length motion picture like No Holds Barred if he 
was a contender instead of champion? No way. As WWF titleholder, Hogan 
realizes that he’s in the driver’s seat for endorsements and other marketing 
opportunities. He’s accustomed to being a rich man, and without that belt, his 
main source of income would fade away.” 

While those who did not believe that Hogan's second title tenure would be 
a lengthy one were in the minority, they were equally as firm in their opinions. 

“There’s just too much competition,” wrote Jim Capehart of Boston. “That 
monster, Zeus, looks like he’s going to be the first man to give Hogan a 
beating. And if somehow Hogan can get past Zeus, he'll still have top wres- 
tlers like Curt Hennig, Barry Windham, and Dino Bravo to contend with. 
There’s no way Hogan will get past all of them. His championship days are on 
borrowed time.” i 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 89 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


( ) Power is more effective than science 
( ) Science is more effective than power 


Name: Age 
Address: 
City: State: ___ Zip 


SaseanenesqEnoeseoemenem: 


ing so one-dimensional. O 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these collectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


LIFALL 1961 
_JDECEMBER 1961 
LIFEBRUARY 1962 
CIAPRIL 1962 
LJJUNE 1962 
LJDECEMBER 1963 
LIFEBRUARY 1964 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


$5 EACH 


Please rush the issues of WRESTLING 
REVUE checked. I am enclosing $5.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each copy. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


STATE ZIP 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada you must add one 
dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue ordered airmail, Allow 
4 weeks for delivery. 
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* THE x 


ORIGINAL 
BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No 
wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 
rarity) 


ALL SALES FINAL NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


Feb. 1959 (1) Dec. 1962 
_] May 1959 [) Jan. 1963 
_] June 1959 Feb. 1963 
(1) Sept. 1959 () June 1963 
[) Mar. 1962 _| Oct. 1963 
[] July 1962 Nov. 1963 
[) Aug. 1962 (] Jan. 1964 
| Oct. 1962 Feb. 1964 
[] Nov. 1962 | Mar. 1964 


MAKE rape PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please rush the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS _ checked. 


| am enclosing $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
EACH copy. 


In the event my first choices are sold out, 
| will accept the following substitutes 


$5 EACH 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Ciy 


STATE” — 2s —- . 
For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered airmail. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


Lex Luger mounts the second rope to hit Rick Steamboat with a flying maneuver and to show the crowd 
what a wonderful body he has. Luger has no doubts he'll win the NWA World title. 


I don’t need anyone. All I need is 
the World title. That’s all that mat- 
ters. If I have to permanently injure 
some people in order to get a shot, 
then I will. This is no place for 
compassion. 

EE: I gather that hitting Steamboat 
with a chair put a damper on your 
relationship. Do you respect him as a 
competitor? Do you respect him for 
at least being able to accomplish 
what you thus far have not—defeat- 
ing Flair for the NWA title? 

LL: I respect the fact that a coconut 
head like Steamboat could trick a 
hot number like Bonnie into marry- 
ing him. Beyond that, I think he is a 
jealous coward. I could care less 
about fan support, but I love the fact 
that I’m cheered when we wrestle. 
All of his fans recognize my true 
mastery. They recognize Steamboat 
as an imposter. Now he’s proven it. 
He just took off with his tail be- 
tween his legs, just like I always 
knew he would. 

EE: It is unusual that you were 
cheered at his expense? Fans used 
to think Steamboat was the second 


coming of Don Ho. 

BA: Do you think you'll ever be 
satisfied? 

LL: Yeah, I can be satisfied. It 
won’t take much to satisfy me. The 
NWA title to start. Maybe I'll add 
the AWA and WWF titles for fun. 
And when the hotshots of this busi- 
ness, the Steamboats and Flairs and 
Road Warriors, look at me with the 
fear of God in their eyes. 

EE: Are you a religious man, Lex? 

LL: I sure am, Ellner. I am the 
exalted high priest of Lugerism. My 
pulpit is the ring, my gospel is pain 
and destruction. Every night I 
spread the word a little further. I 
lay on the hands and people are 
cleansed. 

EE: Amen. I suggest you win the 
NWA title before your flock deserts 
you. 

BA: I suggest you reconsider your 
career goals. Friendships are wres- 
tling’s most valuable prizes. 

LL: Lex Luger will do as he pleases, 
when he pleases. Remember this: 
The next time I talk to you fools I 
will be the NWA champion. O 


THIS MONTH IN... 


s  S 


The ROCK 'N ROLL EXPRESS takes a 
walk on the wildside . . . and gets 
mugged! 


When two superstars converge, it could 
be agony for one, ecstasy for the other: 
ANDRE THE GIANT and ULTIMATE 

WARRIOR are at the crossroads! 


PLUS... 
“Widowmaker” BARRY WINDHAM is 
angry, mean, and unstoppable... A 
memo to manager TEDDY LONG: break 
up THE SKYSCRAPERS... GARY 
HART claims: “THE GREAT MUTA 
took the sting out of STING!” . . . An in- 
depth interview with KEN PATERA ... 
Introducing SCOTT NORTON 


All thisand much more... 
in the December 1989 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE OCTOBER 10 


RESTLIN 


STAT-O-CHART exclusive: an in-depth 
analysis of wrestling’s 20 greatest tag 
teams! 


N 


An amazing superstar dream match 
pitting the beautiful ELIZABETH against 
the dastardly SENSATIONAL SHERRI! 


PLUS... 

Find out why SCOTT STEINER thinks 
his brother RICK STEINER is headed 
for a fall. .. THE DESTRUCTION CREW 
is living up to their name... BAM BAM 
BIGELOW: “BRUISER BRODY would 
be proud of me”... An exclusive 
interview with THE GREAT MUTA 


All this and much more... 
in the Winter 1989 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars 


ON SALE NOW 


nee BACK ISSUES OF aE 
Now is the time to complete your 


collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 
BOLDFACE.] 


February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn, 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisca, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno, 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin, 


January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 

March 1984/Starreade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorit, 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta, 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Inwins, 1984 in Pic- 


tures, Blair. 


May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
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Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed, Do Not Send Coins. 


Do Not Use Old Order Forms 


January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starreade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase, 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freabirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of 'BOs, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December Le feb lg Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan, 


February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook, 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade '88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah. 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nia, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

June 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus, 

July 1989/WrestleMania V, Sting, 
Steamboat, Martel vs. Rude, Embry. 
August 1989/Luger & Sting, Ultimate, 
Flair’s personal photos, Bulldogs. 
September 1989/Duggan, Wrestle 
War, Rhodes, Flair-Steamboat, Japan, 
October 1989/Great American Bash, 
Piper-Ventura, Savage-Hogan. 
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m You can help my brother and me 

a settle a bet, Didn't Bruno Sammar- 
tino Jr. and David Sammartino form a tag 
team a few years ago?—Rick Simmons, 
Augusta, GA 
A: You and your brother are mistak- 

men, Rick. The man who wrestles 
today under the name David Sammartino 
is the same man who wrestled as Bruno 
Sammartino Jr. in the Georgia area in the 
early part of the decade. He decided to 
use his real name of David when entering 
the WWF in 1985. 

a!'m confused about the history of 

athe WWF World tag team title. I 
was a WWF fan during the ‘60s, and I 
know that at cards I attended teams like 
Victor Rivera and Tony Marino defended 
some kind of tag title, but your magazines 
claim the WWF World tag championship 
didn’t even exist until 1971, What was the 
prominent WWF tag team title before that 
time?—Bob Gosger, Boston 

o Actually, there were two. The 

a WWF (then WWWF) promoted 
mainly on the East Coast during the '60s, 
and the top tag team title in that region 
from 1957 to 1967 was the United States 
tag team championship. The title was 
dropped in 1967 after Bruno Sammartino 
and Spiros Arion captured the belts be- 
cause Sammartino was unable to defend 
his WWF World title and the U.S. tag 
belts at the same time. In 1969, Mitsu 
Arakawa and Toru Tanaka brought the 
Intemational tag team title to the WWF, 
and were succeeded as champions by 
Rivera and Marino and then The Mongols. 
In 1971, WWF promoters launched their 
own World title, and it was won in a tour- 
nament in June of that year by the Lou 
Albano-managed duo of Tarzan Tyler and 
Luke Graham. 

a! heard that Randy Savage played 

mminor league baseball at one 
point in his life. Could you tell me what 
organization he played for, and if he ever 
made it to the majors?—Greg Delaney, 
Campbellton, New Brunswick 
A: The former WWF World champi- 

won began his professional sports 
career as a catcher for four Class A base- 
ball teams, but never was promoted to 
the major league level. In 1971, Savage, 
then known as Randy Poffo, was signed 


by the St. Louis Cardinals organization af- 
ter being an all-state catcher in high 
school in Downer’s Grove, Illinois. He hit 
.286 at Sarasota in the Gulf Coast League 
after making his pro debut that year. The 
next season at Sarasota he hit .286 before 
Moving on to Orangeburg, but hit only 
.280 during the 1973 season. He retumed 
to Sarasota later that year, and hit .344 
before being released from his contract. 
In 1974, Poffo was signed by the Cincin- 
nati Reds organization and played one 
season for Tampa in the Florida State 
League, hitting .232 as a designated hitter 
before being cut from the roster. He 
signed with the Chicago White Sox orga- 
nization in 1975, but could not make it 
past spring training. The next year, he 
began his professional wrestling career 
full-time. 
a! recall seeing The Iron Sheik 
w Wrestling in Georgia and in the 
around 1979, but I’m certain that he 
did not use that name. Am I thinking of 
the correct wrestler? And what are NWA 
announcers referring to when they de- 
scribe him as a former World champi- 
on?—Nornmna Baker, Atlanta 
AB: The Iron Sheik, a former member 
sof the Iranian Olympic wrestling 
team, was also known as The Great Hus- 
sein and as Hussein Arab during several 
stints in many federations during the 
1970s. On December 26, 1983, the Sheik 
defeated Bob Backlund at Madison 
Square Garden in New York to win the 
WWF World title in one of the most dis- 
puted decisions in history. 
al can understand how many wres- 
utling holds got their names, such 
as the abdominal stretch or the sleeper- 
hold, since they describe what a wrestler 
is doing to his opponent. But how did the 
beel throw get its name? This is one I've 
been giving a lot of thought to and I can’t 
figure it out.—Lane Lacquandiper, Mon- 
teal, Quebec 
At commonly used professional 
athrow is named after Fred Beel, 
the second NWA World champion, who 
captured the belt from Frank Gotch in 
1906 in New Orleans. Beel, a skilled sci- 
entific grappler, was the first man to use 
this over-the-shoulder toss to take his op- 
ponent to the mat. O 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 34230 
CRUISE SHIP JOBS. Hiring: Men-Women, $300-$900 
Weekly, Plus World Travel, Hawall, Carlbbean, South 
Pacific, Call Now! 1(208)736-7000, Ext. 900 N. 

| WANT TO recrult you for my Inner circle, You will enjoy 
Success beyond your dreams, $15/3 months fee: LaSalle 
Lotto, 3130 Brighton 6th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
CERTAIN WEALTH. MILLIONAIRES video explains. 
$14.00: ONECO(VS), Florida 34264-1828, Refundable. 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


SASE. ALDAV, 32511 Grinsell, Warren, MI 48092. 
STEROID ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPED! Potent. Free 
detalls: Sutties, 3040 Lapan, Pinconning, MI 48650, 
MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH TO fight Cancer, Heart 
Disease, Arthritis, Prostate and Win, Money back, $25.00 
In U.S, Lasalle Enterprises, 3130 Brighton 6th St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
eee 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
MAKE MONEY At HOME. Recalye Many Offers. Free 
Detalls, Mishek, Waseca, MN 56093, 
RECONDITION BATTERIES. EASILY profit hundreds 
Weekly! Free Information, Battery Outlet, Box 3300(J), 
Hickory, NC 28603, 
$500-31,500 WEEKLY Commission possibie processing 
mail at home In rout spare time for expanding company, 
, Slampe 
envelope: The L.A. Clothing Co., 1015 Gayley, Sulte 
200-T5, L.A,, CA 4. 


SHOP BY MAIL 
FREE LP/CD CATALOGUE. Barry Publications, 477 82nd 


Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. 
1,000 RAISED LETTERED Business Cards $24.00. 


(Samples). WILCO, Box 7486, Toledo, OH 43615. 


BALD OR THINNING HAIR??? 


Thousands use our special treatment successfully to 
promote hair growth. Satisfaction guaranteed. Start 
with a 2-month umt only $79:95 ppd. (Reg 
$85), RUSH CHECK TO 

NATIONAL PRODUCT CENTER 

P.O. BOX 16801(VS) 

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32245-6801 

— A Super Giftll! — 


(__------—— 


24 Pages...The Ultimate 
Fitness Catalog! 


A$3.00 VALUE-FREE! 
I Books, Courses, Vita- 
J mins, Weight Suppie- 
I ments, Health Products, 
Electronics,Equipment, fi 
I] Weights, Videos, Ster- 
oid Alternatives, Post- f 
ers, Audio Cassettes, 
Apparel, Unusual Prod- 
ucts, and More! For Men 
& Women! 


Discount Prices! 


name and 
address to: 


LB universal I 
Bodybuilding 
32458 Dequindre 

Dept. D I 

| Warren, MI fj 

48092 I 


Faster Gains! or Call us at 
Incredible Products! (313) 795-0800 ff 


In Michigan--visit our warehouse in I 
XY Warren at 32458 Dequindre. 


J 


f 


Wrestling 89. / 63 


RATINGS 


For period ended August 24, 1989 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—RICK RUDE 

WWF World champion 
2—RIC FLAIR 

NWA World champion 
3—LEX LUGER 

U.S. heavyweight champion 
4—RANDY SAVAGE 

No. 2 contender: WWF title 
5—STING 

No. 7 contender: NWA TV title 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—LEX LUGER 6—STEVE WILLIAMS 
268, Chicago, IL 265, Norman, OK 
2—TERRY FUNK 7—MIKE ROTUNDO 
247, Amarillo, TX 245, Syracuse, NY 
3—STING 8—RICK STEINER 
260, Venice Beach, CA 248, Detroit, MI 
4—THE GREAT MUTA 9—BRIAN PILLMAN 
245, Tokyo, Japan 226, Cincinnati, OH 


5—TOMMY RICH 10—SID VICIOUS 
248, Hendersonville, TN 319, West Memphis, AK 


WWF 
World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 


7—JERRY LAWLER 
USWA champion 


8—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

AWA World champion 
9—THE GREAT MUTA 

No. 4 contender: NWA title 
10—LARRY CAMERON 

Stampede champion 


WWF Intercontinental champ 


1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 


7—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 


3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 8—CURT HENNIG 


280, Queens, NY 
4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
273, San Francisco, CA 


5—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


235, Minneapolis, MN 


9—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 


10—HONKY TONK MAN 


255, Memphis, TN 


AWA 

World Champion: LARRY ZBYSZKO 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
i—GREG GAGNE 6—SCOTT NORTON 

220, Robbinsdale, MN 360, Minneapolis, MN 
2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 7—JONNIE STEWART 

310, Parris Island, SC 
3—ADNAN AL-KAISSIE 

235, Iraq 
4—AKIO SATO 

234, Tokyo, Japan 


5—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 


8—PAUL DIAMOND 


9—DERRICK DUKES 
245, El Paso, TX 


10—BARON VON RASCHKE 
271, W. Berlin, Germany 
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242, Pacific Palisades, CA 


230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 


TAG TEAMS 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 

WWF World tag team champions 
2—MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 

NWA World tag team champions 
3—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

No. 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 
4—DEMOLITION 

No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
5—THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 

No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 
6—THE BUSHWHACKERS 

No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 
7—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 

No. 3 contenders: NWA tag team title 
8—THE HART FOUNDATION 

No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 
9—MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 

No. 1 contenders; AWA tag team title 


10—MARK STARR & CHRIS CHAMPION 
CWA tag team champions 


STAMPEDE 

N, American Champion: LARRY CAMERON 280, Chicago 
1—GAMA SINGH 6—ANGEL OF DEATH 

220, Karachi, Pakistan 310, Los Angeles, CA 
2—CHRIS BENOIT 7—BRUCE HART 

218, Edmonton, Alberta 211, Calgary, Alberta 
3—JOHNNY SMITH 8—LEN CRAZY HORSE 

235, Manchester, England 220, LaRonge, Saskatchewan 
4—DYNAMITE KID 9—STEVE RAY 

228, Manchester, England 227, Kansas City, KS 


5—JASON THE TERRIBLE li 10—JONATHAN HOLLIDAY 
240, parts unknown 232, Pemberton, NJ 


USWA 

USWA Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—ERIC EMBRY 6—CHRIS ADAMS 

225, Lexington, KY 228, Stratford, England 
2—P.Y. CHU-HI 7—JEFF JARRETT 

257, Jackson, TN 200, Hendersonville, TN 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 8—SHEIK BRADDOCK 

260, Denton, TX 244, Dallas, TX 
4—MIL MASCARAS 9—JIMMY JACK FUNK 

245, Mexico City, Mexico 243, Portland, OR 


5—AL PEREZ 10—MATT BORNE 
236, Tampa, FL 235, Portland, OR 


CWA 
CWA Champion: BLACK BART 267, Pampa, TX 

1—JERRY LAWLER 6—BILL DUNDEE 

234, Memphis, TN 228, Manchester, England 
2—JEFF JARRETT 7—RICK MORTON 

200, Hendersonville, TN 228, Memphis, TN 
3—DUSTIN RHODES 8—DIRTY WHITE BOY 

254, Austin, TX 235, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 9—BILLY TRAVIS 

260, Denton, TX 218, Houston, TX 


5—MASTER OF PAIN 10—COUSIN JUNIOR 
320. parts unknown 240, Mud Lick, KY 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—DUSTY RHODES 

Last issue: No. 1 Popular Last issue: No. 8 Popular 
2—RIC FLAIR 7—RICK STEINER 

Last issue; unrated Last issue: No. 10 Popular 
3—STING 8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


Last issue: No. 2 Popular Last issue: No. 7 Popular 


4—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 9—ERIC EMBRY 
Last issue: No. 3 Popular Last issue: No. 9 Popular 


5—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 10—KERRY VON ERICH 
Last issue: No. 5 Popular Last issue: unrated 


ACW: acw champion—Colt Steel; i—Ken Shamrock; 2—Nelson Royal; 
3—Todd Champion; 4—Spike; 5—Samoan Tai; 6—Sheinobi; 7—Tommy An- 
gel; 8—Ricky Nelson; 9—David Isley; 10—Tommy Seabolt. 


CWFS continental champion—Dennis Condrey; 1—Wendell Cooley; 2— 
Dan Davis; 3—Adrian Street; 4—Terrance M. Garvin; 5—Tom Prichard: 6— 
Alan Martin; 7—Jerry Stubbs; 8—Todd Morton; 9—Mike Davis; 10—Don 
Harris. 


FEW: Fcw champion—steve Keim; 1—Ho Chi Win; 2—Kendall Wind: 
ham; 3—Comrade Busick; 4—Mike Awesome; 5—Al Perez; 6—Jim Backlund: 
7—Brett Sawyer, 8—Italian Stallion; 9—Frankie Lancaster; 10—Dennis Knight. 


IcW: ICW champion—Tony Atlas; 1—Joe Savoldi; 2—Kendall Windham; 
3—Vic Steamboat; 4—Ken Patera; 5—Mike Sharpe; 6—Ivan Putski; 7—Col. 
DeBeers; 8—Tom Brandi; 9—Scott Putski; 10—Mike Kaluha. 


PNW: prw champion—title vacant; 1—The Grappler; 2—Carl Styles; 
3—Art Barr; 4—Rip Oliver; 5—Scotty the Body; 6—Top Gun; 7—Nord the 
Barbarian; 8B—Rex King; 9—Al Madril; 10—Bill Francis. 


WWE: wc champion—Steve Strong; 1—Carlos Colon; 2—Ivan Koloff; 
3—TNT; 4—Invader |; 5—Jim Valiant; 6—Abdullah the Butcher; 7—Original 
TNT; 8—White Angel; 9—Kareem Muhammad; 10—Rip Rogers. 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last issue: No. 1 Hated 


6—THE GREAT MUTA 
Last issue: No. 6 Hated 


2—TERRY FUNK 7—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
Last issue: No. 2 Hated Last issue: No. 7 Hated 
3—ZEUS 8—ANDRE THE GIANT 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
4—RICK RUDE 9—JERRY LAWLER 
Last issue: No. 4 Hated Last issue: unrated 
5—LEX LUGER 10—DENNIS CONDREY 


Last issue: No. 6 Popular Last issue: unrated 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
So on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—RANDY SAVAGE .eessssssssrsssssessesssssessees44 points 
3—HULK HOGAN ..cscssssssscssssseusessssseresseereeens 32 POits 
S—JERRY LAWLER ..scssssesssessssssssssssereersesseeen 24 POitS 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS ...+.sscssssssesuseeeees 45. points 
2—DEMOLITION .ssssssssssssssssersessssssesseseeeeesens 44 points 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ..27 points 
4—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE..ssses025 points 
S—SAMOAN SWAT TEAM....ccssssssssssesnsese 19 points 


ANALYSIS | 


Goodbye, World Class! As of August 
4, World Class Championship Wrestling 
no longer exists. It’s now known as the 
United States Wrestling Association, 
thanks to the efforts of Eric Embry. That 
night, Embry (representing Max An- 
drews and the USWA) and P.Y. Chu-Hi 
(representing Gen, Skandor Akbar & 
Tojo Yamamoto) battled for controlling 
interest in World Class stock. Embry won 
and the name of the federation was offi- 
cially changed. So, if you take a look at 
our ratings pages, you'll see USWA 
where World Class used to be. The 
champs recognized by World Class are 
still recognized by the USWA. 


Hated ratings. 


Some changes, Lex Luger goes from 
the Most Popular list to the Most Hated. 
Ric Flair goes from Most Hated to Most 
Popular. Jerry Lawler enters the Most 


Eric Embry pins P.¥. Chu-Hi 


ratings numbers game. Dusty Rhodes is 
working his way up the WWF ladder. 
He’s sure to eventually resurface in the 
Top 10. 

The Tag Team ratings were also 
effected by change. Tully Blanchard 
and Arn Anderson, the new WWF 
World tag champs, take over the top spot 
from Demolition, which drops to number 
three. Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin, 
NWA World tag champs, enter at num- 
ber two. The Road Warriors dropped 
two spots. Two teams that no longer ex- 
ist—Ken Patera & Brad Rheingans and 
Rick Steiner & Eddie Gilbert—are out. 


Three big names are missing from our 
Top 10: Rick Steamboat has left the NWA 
to attend to personal commitments and 
undergo foot surgery. The Ultimate War- 
rior has been impressive against Andre 
the Giant but was simply a victim of the 


That does it. But your comments and 
questions are always welcome. The ad- 
dress for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
Wrestling 90, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
NY, 11571.0 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Has the Zeus mvth been shattered or is the ''Human Wrecking 
Crew'' still the only man in the WWF cavable of defeating Hulk 
Hogan? Few questions were answered in the main event of 
SummerSlam '89 at Byrne Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, where Hogan and Brutus Beefcake teamed to defeat Zeus and 
Randy Savage. Zeus completely dominated the match and apoeare” to 
have demoralized Hogan. In fact, Hogan was so overwhelmed that he 
spent the opening seven minutes in the ring, unable to taq off to 
Beefcake. But in the end, Hogan and the Hulkamaniacs reiqned 
supreme. Zeus couldn't put Hogan away and, with 14 minutes 
expired, the ''dulkster's'' punches finally had some imvoact. %eus 
missed with a clothesline and Hogan came back with one of his own 
to floor the monster. Sensational Sherri tried to hand Zeus her 
loaded pocketbook, but Elizabeth pushed Sherri over the top rope. 
When Savage grabbed the purse and climbed the turnbuckle, 
Beefcake pushed him down. The purse ended uv in the hands of 
Hogan, who swatted Zeus to the mat and covered him for the vin at 
15:13. Afterward, Hogan grabbed Sherri as Elizabeth socked her to 
the mat. The SummerSlam victory celebration kicked off as 
Beefcake sheared Sherri's locks. 


The Ultimate Warrior fulfilled his pre-SummerSlam vromise to the 
fans when he regained the Intercontinental title from archrival 
Rick Rude. But the Warrior might not have done it without the 
help of ''Rowdy'' Roddy Piper, who came to ringside just as it 
appeared Rude would win the match. Warrior was down after diving 
onto Rude's knees and narrowly escaping a vair of pin attempts by 
the champ. But when Piver came to ringside, Rude turned his 
attention away from the Warrior and walked toward his new 
antagonist (the two had several confrontations on TV prior to 
SummerSlam). A battle of tasteless actions followed: Rude avrated 
his hips in Piper's direction, and Piper responded by mooning 
Rude. An irate Rude climbed to the second rope, but by this time 
the Warrior had recovered. He grabbed Rude from behind, then 
stunned him with a flying shoulderblock. Ultimate gorilla-pressed 
Rude, dropped him to the mat, and scored the pin at 16:07. Rude 
had won the I-C title with a shocking victory over the Warrior at 
WrestleMania V. Now, however, it apvears as if he'll be 
preoccupied with getting revenge against Piver. 


In other matches at SummerSlam '89: World tag team champs Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson defeated The Hart Foundation... 
Dusty Rhodes overcame The Honky Tonk Man, despite Jimmy Hart's 
interference ... Curt Hennig used his verfectplex to pin Terry 
Taylor ... The Rougeaus and Rick Martel defeated Tito Santana 
and The Rockers in a wild six-man match ... Dino Bravo beat Koko 
B. Ware in a match not seen on pay-per-view TV ... Demolition & 
Hacksaw Duggan defeated Akeem, Bossman, and Andre the Giant ... 
Greg Valentine defeated Hercules Hernandez ... Ted DiBiase beat 
Jimmy Snuka by countout. 
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